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Editor's
Note

The following was recently
posted on the Gettysburg
Anniversary Committee
website concerning the
157th Anniversary event in
2020:

The Gettysburg Anniver-
sary Committee (GAC) would
like to extend their gratitude
and appreciation to all the
reenactors, visitors, and local
staff that have participated
in the Annual Gettysburg
Civil War Battle Reenact-
ments for the past 25 years;
making those dusty old histo-
ry books come alive. We are
honored to have hosted over
100,000 reenactors, 500,000
visitors, and provided well
over 1000 community staff
positions. GAC has given
hundreds of thousands of
dollars to many worthy com-
munity organizations and
supported our community
economicallyAt this time,
GAC does not anticipate or-
ganizing or hosting a 157TH
Anniversary Reenactment.
Please refer to Destination
Gettysburg's Event Schedule
for a wide array of historical,
cultural and entertaining
events in the Gettysburg and
Adams County area through-
out the year.

The Federal Volunteer Bri-
gade responded:

It is with profound sadness
that we note the decision of
the Gettysburg Anniversary
Committee (GAC) not to or-
ganize or hold a 157th Anni-
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By Pvt. Caleb Gos

No rain, heat, or any other
meteorological unpleasant-
ness troubled us this year at
Renfrew. Present for duty
were Pvt. Miske, Pvt. Bit-
terman (tagteaming with
Sgt. Giovannini), and, in a
surprise appearance, Cpl.
Hambone. On Saturday our
numbers got a boost with
new recruit, Pvt. Veilleux.
Misses Rizzi, Sarah, and
Della paid camp a visit on
Sunday. And with us in
spirit waslst Sgt. Schwetje,
for we had acquired his
grate, and our hands would
have been more lacking in
hairs without it. Those off
on home leave were missed!

The Saturday morning
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tactical lead us on a hunt to
seize a chest of gold, the
same chest the militia of
Waynesboro so bravely re-
captured last year. The 7th
and the 3rd merged into the
73rd MD for this mission
and procured a kitchen crate
to use as a decoy against our
butternut opponents. After
a standoff in the woods,

and a camyfurniture-over
back destruction of a barri-
cade on the bridge, once
again the Marylanders
crossed Antietam creek fully
shoed. We stormed the
rebels in their camp and
that was the end of the first
half of the morning. The
second half was an open
field affair. This private is
not informed on such high
matters as to whether or not

the chest of gold was ever
found.

A period baseball game
was organized in the late
afternoon. What | could see
of it, lacking 19th century
eyewear, was entertaining.
The men kept a gentlemanly
spirit that was pleasant to
witness.

Without a meal plan,
what time we were not in
the field was kept occupied
with the fire. My diet, left
to my own culinary cun-
ning, was a celebration of
salt pork: eggs and bacon,
potato and bacon, and rice
and bacon.

The Sunday scenario was
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Cold Harbor. | thought it
was weHlexecuted for all the

ebbandflow and large number of Farm! | fully expect this pleasant
casualties and resurrections. By  Weather (yes, Weather Underground,

unlikely odds, | was killed not once that is a threat) to continue into Sep-
but twice with a bullet through the  tember.
spleen.
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The Federal Volunteer Brigade has long  portunities, as a BRIGADE, for any new
aintained that as reenactors, we are events when they are organized. Our
eachers. Through our actions on the field strength in this community of reenacting
and in camp, our attention to the uniforms LV RXU QXPEHUV RI SDUWLFI
and dress of the da% we educate those who dedication.
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ance, both of reenactors and spectators, The decision by GAC should be a clarion  theirlastfull-PHDV XUH ~

becoming factors in all events, perhaps GA@a" for reenactors to renew their mission of
felt it in their best interest to Cl,JI’tail the €ducation and participation in our special
well-loved event community. We need to support other long

standing existing events and jump on op-
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versary event in 2020. The news is truly lik
losing a friend of many years.

--General J. Henson



