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Inside this issue: 

Left, Captain Jeff Bush was awarded the Steve Bush Legacy Award 2017 for his commitment to the 7th Maryland. 

Pvts. Scott Diezman and Jeffrey Joyce took the 2017 Farby Barbie for  their interesting actions behind the lines.  

   It was great to see every-
one at the annual company 
meeting. Congratulations 
and thank you to our new 
and continuing executive 

and field command teams. I 
hope you are excited about 
your roles and the coming 
season. Congratulations to     

Captain Jeff Bush, winner 
of the Steve Bush Award. 
His commitment to the 7th 
and command in the field 
last season were exemplary. 

Much like Steve, heôs a pres-
ence that makes the hobby 
that much more enjoyable. 
Congrats also to our Farbie 
Barbie Award winners, Pri-

vates 
Scott 
Dietzman 
and Jeff 

Joyce. 
There 
were 
several 
memo-
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MARCH 

TBA  

Balls Bluff event  

(Individual)  

  

    March 11    

Artillery training at Monocacy 

Battlefield  

(Individual)  

       

        March 24   

Jacob Koogle Medal of Honor 
Ceremony, Myersville, MD 

(Individual)  

 

APRIL  

          April 6-7  

Camp of Infantry and Brigade  

Drill Renfrew Museum,  

Waynesboro, PA  

(Company) 

 

            April 14-15   

Living Through the Ages, at 

Patuxent River Park  

(Company) 

 

              April 21st   

President Lincolnôs Escort at the 
Atlantic Hotel, Berlin, MD 

(Individual)  

 

              April 28-29   

Neshaminy State Park,  

Bensalem, PA  

(Individual)  

 

                April 28th    

Fairfax Civil War Living  

History Day, Fairfax, VA 

(Individual)  

MAY 

                May 4 -6   

Carroll County farm museum 
event, 61st PA, sponsor  

(Individual)   

Contact: Joe Rogers at lrog-
ers@ccg.carr.org Registration 

kits sent to each regiment  

 

May 4-6  

Barton House, Bloomsburg, PA 

(Individual)   

Contact: Bruce Petro  

Captaintails@gmail.com 

 

*May 19-20  

Battle of New Market,  

New Market, VA.  

(FVB Event / Company) 
http://www.vmi.edu/museums-

and-archives/virginia-museum-

of-the-civil -war/   

 

JUNE 

June 1-3 

ñGilmoreôs Raid Jerusalem Millò, 

at Kingston, MD (1s PA Reserve) 

(Individual)  

 

June 9th  

Artillery training at Monocacy 
National Battlefield  

(Individual)   

 

June 9th  

Ft. Ward (Alexandria, VA) Civil 

War Camp Day   

(Individual)  

 

June 9th  

Civil War Day at the Winery at 

Bull Run, 15950 Lee Highway  

Centreville, VA   (Individual)  

 

JULY 

*July 5-8  

155th Gettysburg,  

at Redding Farm,  

1085 Table Rock Road,  

Gettysburg, PA 

www.gettysburgreenactment.com/     

(FVB Event / Company) 
 

July 13-15 

Battle of Funkstown, Funks-

town, MD  

(Company) 

 

July 21-22 

Harpers Ferry Living History 

(TBA)  

(Individual)  

 

AUGUST 

        August 10-12:  

Renfrew Museum and Park, 

Waynesboro, PA.  

Sponsor: 139th PA  

http://renfrewreenactment.com/  

(Company)    

 

             August 24-26 :   

26th Annual Old Union Canal 

Tunnel Park,   

Lebanon, PA 

Sponsor; 93rd PA /  

Capt. Dennis Shirk  

(Individual)  

 

The full 2018 schedule is availa-

ble on the 7th MD website; 

www.7thmaryland.com 
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Thank you to all who attended the annu-
al meeting last month, it was great to see 
everyone. We hammered out our calendar 
for the year, selected our NCOôs and dis-
cussed quite a bit about what we wanted 

to see and do for the new season. 

   Every year, once the schedule is laid 
out, I am always concerned about how I 
will be able to make it to all events times. 
It is hard to believe I would be the only 
one. It has always been a struggle for me 
to get to all of them and through the years 
it is evident that everyone else from time 
to time does too!  Ultimately, I have only 
made every event on our schedule only a 
couple of times in the past. I have always 
preached that if you put the stripes or 
straps on the biggest responsibility is to 

make as many events as possible.  

   This problem has not gotten any easier 
as the years have gone on. The dates on 
our calendars have grown. The standard 
Federal Volunteer Brigade events have 
remained the same for some time. New 
Market, Gettysburg, Cedar Creek and 

Remembrance Day 
have almost become 
a given as ñtheò 
events that can be 
counted on. The 7th 
Maryland made a 
decision long ago to 

support these events as best as we could.  

   Events that we consider ñcompanyò 
events have grown a bit over the years, but 
this is exciting. You can always expect to 
have one or two drill days, with the loca-
tion changing from time to time. Funks-
town has always been a part of our list 
because it is the only battle reenactment 
we do on a regular basis that the 7th Mar-
yland took part in. Recently some of our 
members have been trying to establish a 
regular Living History Event at Mono-
cacy one or two times over the course of 

the season.  

   New events or ones that have grown into 
something that has become a ñcanôt missò 
for some of us have come along. Renfrew 
is on this list. Every year the organizers 
have found ways to make this one more 

and more interesting. There are others 
put on by some of our FVB company 

brothers as well.  

   As you can see it does not take long for 
the calendar to fill. Unfortunately, not 
everyone can make all of the events on it. 
I salute anyone who is able to; they either 
have luck, logistics, a dream job or retire-
ment on their side! I assure you I will do 
the best that I can and will be concentrat-
ing on 7th Maryland and FVB events and 

anything else will be a bonus!  

   I want to mention before I close that I 
am excited to begin a new season and look 
forward to working with all of you. Our 
NCO corps is down sized from the past, 
but is capable. We retain our First Sar-
gent, Erik Schwetje and Corporal Dan 
Paterson. We will also see a familiar face 
in Patrick ñHamboneò Ring as an official 
Corporal this year. He stepped up last 
year and helped out and it was inevitable 

that he get the stripes this year. 

   I hope to see all of you throughout the 

course of the year. It appears that rations 

will be issued once again at certain events 

as that was a hit. Hard tack is on its way! 

See you at the fire! 

OUR CAMP JOURNAL 

Capt. Jeff Bush 

Company Commander 

    The most celebrated schoolboy per-
formance of the war was the baptism 
of fire of the Virginia Military Insti-
tute Cadet Corps at the Battle of New 
Market, Virginia-the only such in-
stance in the war. The action took 
place in the Shenandoah Valley out-
side the village of New Market, in 
rolling country between a fork of the 
Shenandoah River and the flank of 
Massanutten Mountain. It was fought 
May 15, 1864, between a Federal force 
of some 6,500 under General Franz 
Sigel and Confederates about 4,500 
strong, under General John C. 
Breckinridge.  
        The Cadets had marched in from 
Lexington, leaving the younger ones 
on their campus disconsolate, feeling 
disgraced at missing the opportunity 
to fight. The corps was 215 strong 
when it reached New Market, and was 
put into the opening battle on Sunday 
morning. They were eighteen or un-

der, some of them sixteen, and reputedly 
even younger. (Tradition has it that 
some were only fourteen.)  
        They marched behind their com-
mander, Lieutenant Colonel Scott 
Shipp, twenty-four, who rode a dappled 
gray horse. The boy soldiers heard their 
first cheering near the front, as General 
Breckinridge rode by "like the Cid," in 
the words of young John Wise, son of a 
Virginia governor.  
        Boys in an artillery battery recog-
nized friends among the cadets as they 
passed, and called gibes:  
        "Here come the wagon dogs! . . . Ho, 
bombproofs, get outa them good clothes."  
        Some cadets wanted to fight for 
their honor on the spot, but were herded 
on. John Wise and three others were left 
behind as a baggage guard, but he made 
a dramatic speech to his crew and they 
deserted the post, leaving a Negro driver 
in charge of the wagon; they joined the 
cadet column.  
        Henry Wise, another of Governor 

Wise's sons, was one of their captains; 
the night before he had chided the boy 
soldiers for cursing, and for chicken 
stealing, but had later eaten some cold 
fowl in camp with them.  
        About noon, when a black thunder-
cloud hung over the valley, the cadets 
joined the Confederate line of battle in 
the center -the place of honor, the histo-
ry conscious among them thought. They 
came to a hill crest, passed their own 
little battery in action, and went down a 
slope into the open.  
        They heard musket fire and artil-
lery, but nothing seemed close until a 
clap burst overhead. Five men went 
down in C Company: Captain Govan 
Hill, and Merritt, Read, Woodlief, and 
John Wise. just before he lost conscious-
ness Wise saw Sergeant Cabell look at 
him with a pitying expression.  
        "Close up, men," Cabell said.  
        The line reached a ravine within 
300 yards of a busy Federal battery-the 
six fine guns of the 30th New York, 
under Captain Albert von Kleiser. The 
ravine gave cover from the cannon, 
which fired from a crest studded with 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Twenty years ago, in the swashbuckling 
heyday of Civil War reenacting, the 
unpleasant spectacle that unfolded in 
the fall in the rolling meadows of the 
Shenandoah Valley would have been 

unthinkable. Back then it was all hale 
and hearty huzzahs, as tens of thou-
sands of relatively young men swarmed 
the fields outside Gettysburg, Antietam, 
and Shiloh and spellbound audiences 
got a real taste of the awesome size, 

sounds, and smoke of the terrible war 
that nearly toppled a nation. What was 
missing from these productions was the 
hate. 

 

This past October, in Middletown, Va., 
the hate was very much there, as reports 
of a suspected pipe bomb forced police 

to lock down the reenactment of the 
1864 Battle of Cedar Creek. Days earli-
er, the Cedar Creek Battlefield Founda-
tion had posted a message on its website 
warning participants that it had re-
ceived threats of violence, but few 

dreamed it was anything more than an 
idle threat. 

 
In the aftermath of Cedar Creek, reen-

actors said they would not be intimidat-
ed and lamented unschooled individu-
als who believe reenactments are in 
some way analogous to tiki-torch rallies 
staged by white nationalists. The show 
would go on, they said, and reenacting 

would not die out due to a misunder-
standing. 
 
Except there is more to it than that. 
While passing the flask around the 
campfire, poking fun at so-called 

ñfarbsò (i.e., Far Be it from Authentic 
reenactors) discussing the relative wis-
dom of Union Maj. Gen. Dan Sicklesô 
salient at Gettysburg, the conversation 
among serious-minded Civil War reen-
actors is increasingly taking a darker 

turn. As everything from pop culture to 
current events seems to be conspiring 
against their beloved hobby, they won-
der what reenacting will look like a 
generation from now, or whether it will 
even exist in anything like its current 

form. 

 
Young people arenôt as interested. Reen-
actors themselves are jumping ship, 
either retiring, scaling back, or moving 
on to portray battles in World Wars I 

and II. And now they are drawing un-
wanted attention from a segment of the 
public that assumes anything having to 
do with the Civil War is closeted rac-
ism. 

 
Civil War reenacting isnõt what it 
was. The spirited generation that 

fueled so many great reenactments 
over the past two decades is losing 

steam. 
 
Reenactors passionately affirm that 
they exist to honor history, not to serve 
as a conduit for hatred. But the history 
of the Civil War is entwined with ha-

tred, both racial and political, and 
reenactors are confronted with emerg-
ing evidence that, in the publicôs eyes at 
least, it is not always easy to take a 
scalpel and cleanly separate one from 
the other. 

 
Civil War reenacting has survived 
many ups and downs. But today, reen-
actors are openly wondering if they 
might be facing a perfect storm of ob-
stacles that will transform legions of 

blue and gray engaged in explosive dra-
mas into a few lone soldiers leaning on 
their rifles and chewing the fat with a 
couple of stray tourists from Peoria. 
 
Civil War reenacting isnôt what it was. 

The spirited generation that fueled so 
many great reenactments over the past 
two decades is losing steam. 
 
There are almost as many opinions as 
there are reenactorsðsome see the cur-

rent atmosphere as an opportunity and, 
much like John Belushi in the 1978 
movie Animal House, are trying to ral-
ly their fraternity out of its malaise. 
Perhaps, they say, the adversity will 
distill the hobby into a purer form of 

historical authenticity and scholarship. 
But all agree that Civil War reenacting 
isnôt what it was. The spirited genera-
tion that fueled so many great reenact-
ments over the past two decades is, as its 

champions enter their 50s, 60s and 70s, 
losing steam. Some have aging parents 
to care for. Some, as they look toward 
retirement, are more concerned with 
putting their financial houses in order. 

Some are just flat exhausted from years 
of sweltering inside hot wool and sleep-
ing on the hard ground. And everyoneôs 
getting older. 
 
It is not surprising that in the current 

political and social culture that cele-
brates sound bites over substance, they 
are feeling, like Sickles, attacked from 
all sides and even from within. They 
have had to fight off the aforemen-
tioned farbs who arrive in their motor 

homes with cases of Bud Light in the 
fridge. They have worked hard to make 
it known that they are reenactors, yes, 
but more than that they are serious 
historians who fiercely believe that 
meticulous research is essential to their 

craft. 
 
But even in the face of all this, reenac-
tors for the most part remain philo-
sophical. They know they have fought 
the good fight, and opened the eyes of 

thousands of people to the wonders of 
history. Their mission is affirmed after 
each reenactment, as wide-eyed kids 
and excited adults congratulate their 
performance and ask a litany of ques-
tions. Living history in one form or 

another will survive. 
 
They also know that the Lord works in 
mysterious ways, and that out of the 
blue a movie, a TV show, or even a cur-
rent event can be good for business. 

Andy Fulks, owner of Fall Creek Sut-
tlery in Lebanon, Ind., said he had 
never done much business in Confeder-
ate flagsðuntil governments began 
removing them from public property, 
and the orders came flooding in. So he 

remains optimistic. ñThe Civil War 
probably never is going to be what it 
was in the ô90s,ò he said. ñBut it wonôt 
die. It will still be there.ò 
 
Civil War reenactments have always 

ebbed and flowed, but something feels 
different this time. More final, like the 
end of an era rather than a valley be-
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By Tim Rowland  
AMERICA'S CIVIL WAR MAGAZINE  




