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Guides and Markers
• A prerequisite for being able to march properly is the proper
positioning of the guide!
• Obliques – Guide is always to the side of the Oblique
• Turns – Are changes-in-direction towards the Guide
• Wheels – Are changes-in-direction away from the Guide
• Marching to the Front/Rear – Guide needs to be set depending on
the next intended maneuver
• For Turns and Wheels, the Marker needs to be set BEFORE the
command of execution is given.
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Guides – who’s who
•
•

FORMATION OF INFANTRY IN ORDER OF BATTLE
POSTS OF COMPANY OFFICERS SERGEANTS AND CORPORALS
– 20. The captain on the right of the company, touching with the left elbow.
– 21. The first sergeant in the rear-rank, touching with the left elbow, and covering the captain.
In the manoeuvres he will be denominated covering sergeant, or right guide of the company.
– 26. The second sergeant, opposite the second file from the left of the company. In the
manoeuvres he will be designated left guide of the company.

•

The Guides
– The first sergeant is designated the right guide of the company.
•

However when marching in Line of Battle, the Captain serves as the company right guide, marching in
the rightmost file in the front rank.

– The second sergeant is designated left guide of the company.
•

when marching in Line of Battle, the second sergeant marches as a closer unless he belongs to the left
most company, in which case he marches in the front rank in the leftmost file.
–

•

30. In the left, or eighth company of the battalion, the second sergeant will be posted in the front-rank, and on
the left of the battalion.

When marching in column of company, the second sergeant marches in the front rank as the left
guide.
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Closers – who’s who
• FORMATION OF INFANTRY IN ORDER OF BATTLE
• POSTS OF COMPANY OFFICERS SERGEANTS AND CORPORALS
– 22. The remaining officers and sergeants will be posted as file closers, and two
paces behind the rear-rank.
– 23. The first lieutenant, opposite the centre of the fourth section.
– 24. The second lieutenant, opposite the centre of the first platoon.
– 25. The third lieutenant, opposite the centre of the second platoon.
– 26. The second sergeant, opposite the second file from the left of the
company. In the manoeuvres he will be designated left guide of the company.
– 27. The third sergeant, opposite the second file from the right of the second
platoon.
– 28. The fourth sergeant, opposite the second file from the left of the first
platoon.
– 29. The fifth sergeant, opposite the second file from the right of the first
platoon.
– 30. In the left, or eighth company of the battalion, the second sergeant will be
posted in the front-rank, and on the left of the battalion.
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Guides and Markers
•

Position of guides when marching at oblique
– When marching to the front/rear: left and right guide
– When marching by the flank: lead guide needs to be directed to move to left or right side of
the flank in anticipation of the next maneuver

•

Markers
– Placed to mark the point where the change in direction is supposed to be executed
– Guides align themselves on the markers. This ensures the troops do not take shortcuts or slur
the movement
•

•

•

S.C. 217. The column being in march right in front, if it be the wish of the instructor to change
direction to the right, he will give the order to the chief of the first platoon, and immediately go
himself, or send a marker to the point at which the change of direction is to be made; the indicator or
marker, will place himself on the direction of the guides, so as to present the breast to that flank of
the column.
S.C. 218. The leading guide will direct his march on that person, so that, in passing, his left arm may
just graze his breast. When the leading guide shall have approached near to the marker, the chief of
his platoon will command:

Change in Direction
– Away from the Guide = Right/left wheel & By File Left/Right
– Towards the Guide = Left/Right Turn
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Discourse about the Guides
•

When advancing in Line of Battle,
– The Captain
•

serves as Company Right Guide and marches in the rightmost file of the front rank.

– The 1st Sergeant (the Covering Sergeant)
•

covers the Captain (i.e., he marches in the second rank directly behind the Captain)

– The 2nd Sergeant
•
•

•

typically marches in the ranks of the Closers
However, in the leftmost company of the battalion, the second sergeant will be posted in the frontrank, and on the left of the battalion

When marching in column (of Companies)
– The Captain
•

marches 2 paces before the center of his Company

– The Covering Sergeant
•

replaces his Captain in the front rank and takes his position in the front rank as the right guide of the
company.

– The 2nd Sergeant
•

takes his position in the front rank as the left guide of the company.

– (reference S.B. 79, S.B. 81, and S.C. 181)
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Discourse about the 2nd Sergeant
•

There is a nice discussion about the reenactor usage of the 2nd Sergeant by Leonidas Jones
(http://www.drillnet.net/2SGT.htm)
–

–

•

Reenactorism:
• use them as Corporals to Close the left flank
• like a Corporal they fire with the Company
Proper Usage: two functions
• File closer – normal position
• Company Left Guide – when the need arises in Company Maneuvers

Leonidas Jones’ reference is Hardee’s instructions 14, 15, 19 and 23. The relevant references in Casey’s
Volume 1, Title I, FORMATION OF INFANTRY IN ORDER OF BATTLE are instructions 21, 22, 26 and 30.
–

–

The instructions in each manual are exactly the same with one exception: Hardee’s 23 and Casey’s 30, number the companies in
a battalion as 10 and 8 respectively.
• Casey’s instruction 30 is based upon his instruction 6 which defined a Regiment as consisting of 10 companies, 2 of which
are permanently detached as skirmishers, therefore leaving 8 to form the battalion line. Casey’s Instruction 6 reads:
– 6. In a regiment composed of ten companies, eight will habitually be posted from right to left in the following
order: first, fifth, fourth, eighth, third, seventh, sixth, second, according to the rank of the captains. These will be
called battalion companies.
The Secretary of War suspended the permanent detachment of two skirmisher companies and modified instruction 6 to consist
of 10 companies.
• The System of Infantry Tactics, prepared by Brigadier General SILAS CASEY, U.S.A., having been approved by the
President, is adopted for the instruction of the Infantry of the Armies of the United States, whether Regular, Volunteer, or
Militia, with the following modifications viz.:—
– First. – That portion which requires that two companies shall be permanently detached from the battalion as
skirmishers, will be suspended.
– Second. – In Title First, Article First, the following will be substituted for paragraph 6,
• viz.:
– “A regiment is composed of ten companies, which will be habitually posted from right to left in the following
order: first, sixth, fourth, ninth, third, eighth, fifth, tenth, seventh, second, according to the rank of Captains.” 7

Casey’s Instructions for Company
Formation.
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

15. The formation of a regiment is in two ranks; and each company will be formed into two ranks, in the following manner:
the corporals will be posted in the front-rank, and on the right and left of platoons, according to height; the tallest corporal
and the tallest man will form the first file, the next two tallest men will form the second file, and so on to the last file, which
will be composed of the shortest corporal and the shortest man.
16. The odd and even files, numbered as one, two, in the company, from right to left, will form groups of four men, who will
be designated comrades in battle.
19. The company officers and sergeants are nine in number, and will be posted in the following manner:
20. The captain on the right of the company, touching with the left elbow.
21. The first sergeant in the rear-rank, touching with the left elbow, and covering the captain. In the maneuvers he will be
denominated covering sergeant, or right guide of the company.
22. The remaining officers and sergeants will be posted as file closers, and two paces behind the rear-rank.
23. The first lieutenant, opposite the centre of the fourth section.
24. The second lieutenant, opposite the centre of the first platoon.
25. The third lieutenant, opposite the centre of the second platoon.
26. The second sergeant, opposite the second file from the left of the company. In the maneuvers he will be designated
left guide of the company.
27. The third sergeant, opposite the second file from the right of the second platoon.
28. The fourth sergeant, opposite the second file from the left of the first platoon.
29. The fifth sergeant, opposite the second file from the right of the first platoon.
30. In the left, or eighth company of the battalion, the second sergeant will be posted in the front-rank, and on the left of
the battalion.
31. The corporals will be posted in the front-rank as prescribed, No. 15.
32. Absent officers and sergeants will be replaced – officers by sergeants, and sergeants by corporals. The colonel may
detach a first lieutenant from one company to command another, of which both the captain and first lieutenant are absent;
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but this authority will give no right to a lieutenant to demand to be so detached.

Left Guide or File Closer
When in Line of Battle (Casey’s)
•

When Advancing as Battalion or Regiment Line of Battle = positioned as File Closer
–
–

•

When Advancing as Battalion or Regiment Line of Battle & Leftmost Company = positioned as Left Guide
–

•

–

S.C. 160. At the instant the movement begins, the captain will face to his company in order to follow up the execution;
and, as soon as the company is formed, he will command, guide left, place himself two paces before the centre, face
to the front, and take the step of the company.
S.C. 161. At the command guide left, the second sergeant will promptly place himself in the front-rank, on the left, to
serve as guide, and the covering sergeant who is on the opposite flank will remain there.

When Marching in a Column of Company = positioned as Left Guide
–

•

S.S. 30. In the left, or eighth company of the battalion, the second sergeant will be posted in the front-rank, and on
the left of the battalion.

By Company Into Line = must be directed to take position of Left Guide
–

•

S.S. 22. The remaining officers and sergeants will be posted as file closers, and two paces behind the rear-rank.
S.S. 26. The second sergeant, opposite the second file from the left of the company. In the maneuvers he will be
designated left guide of the company.

S.C. 163. Thus, in a column by company, right or left in front, the covering sergeant and the second sergeant of each
company will always be placed on the right and left, respectively, of the front-rank; they will be denominated right
guide and left guide, and the one or the other charged with the direction.

When Firing = positioned as File Closer
–
–

Unless marching as a standalone Company, or being the leftmost Company of a Battalion or Regiment, when in Line of
Battle, the 2nd Sergeant should not have been in the Front Rank to begin with.
Recall S.S. 22 and S.S. 26.
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Left Guide or File Closer
When Marching by the Flank (Casey’s)
•

When Marching in a Battalion/Regiment Line of Battle by the Left Flank = positioned as File
Closer
–

•

When Marching in a Column of Company by the Right Flank = positioned as File Closer
–

•

S.C. 143. At the instant the company faces to the left, the left guide will place himself at the head of
the front-rank; the captain will pass rapidly to the left, and place himself by the right side of this
guide; the covering sergeant will replace the captain in the front-rank, the moment the latter quits it
to go to the left.

By the Right of Companies to the Front or Rear = Remain as File Closer
–

•

S.C. 139. The file closers will also move by side step to the right, so that when the ranks are formed,
they will be two paces from the rearmost rank.

When Marching in a Column of Company by the Left Flank = positioned as Left Guide
–

•

Leonidas Jones’ article asserts there is no space for them to step into a Company’s left Guide position

We are now marching in a Column of Company by the Right Flank

By the Left of Companies to the Front or Rear = Move from File Closer to Left Guide after
Breaking Files
–

We are now marching in a Column of Company by the Left Flank
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Guides Posts
• When forming Line of Battle from Column of Company
– the 2nd Sergeant was already in the Company Front Rank acting as the
Left Guide
– After the Captain has aligned his company (Right/Left Dress), the Left
Guides will be ordered to return to their Posts as Closers.
• Officers and 1st Sergeants vacate their interval to allow the Left Guides to
pass through; i.e., make a hole
– S.B. 469. Each captain, having aligned his company, will command
FRONT, and the colonel will add: Guides—POSTS.
– S.B. 470. At this command, the guides will return to their places in line
of battle, each passing through the nearest captain’s interval; to
permit him to pass, the captain will momentarily step before the first
file of his company, and the covering sergeant behind the same file.
This rule is general for all the formations into line of battle.
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… and the colonel will add:
Guides—POSTS.

S.B. 470. At this command, the guides will return to their places in line of battle, each
passing through the nearest captain’s interval; to permit him to pass, the captain will
momentarily step before the first file of his company, and the covering sergeant
behind the same file. This rule is general for all the formations into line of battle.

A

A

A

A

A
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the covering sergeant will momentarily step
behind the first file of his company
A

A

A

A
A

the captain will momentarily step
before the first file of his company
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A

A

A

A

A

the guides will return to their places in line of battle,
each passing through the nearest captain’s interval
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A

the covering sergeant will resume his
position behind the Captain.

A

A

A

A

the captain will resume his
position as Company Right Guide.
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