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Lincoln was no genius but
a familiar and effective pol-
itician. Personally known
to the common people as
railsplitter, flatboatman,
storekeeper, country post-
master, surveyor, and cap-
tain in the Black Hawk
War, he had come up
through the ranks as a self
made politician, had served

four terms in the state legis- =

lature and one in the Con-
gress, and , as practicing
lawyer, had traveled from
countyseat to countgeat,
mingling with the people on
court days, amusing them
with homespun stories and
thrilling them with political
speeches from the

stump. Nor had he moved
merely among the common
people.He had married

into one of the proud slave-
holding families of the Ken-
tucky aristocracy; he had
risen to top of the legal pro-
fession in his state; and
from having been one of the
most prominent Whigs of

_Debates

lllinois he had not taken his
place as an outstanding Re-
publican leader.With his
homely, rugged face, his
backwoods origin, his tall,
awkward form, his reputa-
tion for honesty, his mental
tenacity, his familiarity

with the politician's craft,

his innate conservatism
shrewdly combined with
crusading zeal, his Jefferso-
nian philosophy, his power

of invective, and his mastery
of terse, epigrammatic Eng-
lish, he stood out in 1858,
not only as a formidable
opponent of Douglas but as
a vigorous spokesman of a
new party that was profiting
by the disruptive forces
abroad in the land and gain-
ing votes every dayAfter
several years of slight politi-
cal activity, he had returned
to politics with redoubled
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Captam s Report

cussion was about our (Wayne
schedule. This discussion sboro) 57
included company events the

annual Brigade
meetlng was held the
middle of last month.

There was a fair turnout
for this meeting despite
the threat of a large snow
event looming. After all
of the preliminary re-
ports, the meat of the dis-

with possible FVB partic-
ipation as wel as the
larger standard FVB
events.

Brigade drill is to be
held at Renfrew

earnestness in indignation at
the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise in 1854; he had
become increasingly promi-
nent by his denunciation of
Douglas's popular sovereign-
ty; in 1856 the Republicans
in national convention at
Philadelphia had given him
110 votes for the vice
presidential nomination; and
he now gained advantage and
prestige by challenging the
well-known Douglas to a
series of joint debates at the
time when Douglas was suf-
fering by the party split be-
tween his won followers and
the powerfully buttressed
Buchanan faction.In truth
Lincoln had been publicly
debating Douglas for years;
but there was something in
this formal series of forensic
encounters which seized the
imagination of the country.
Opening at Ottawa on
August 21, the joint debates
continued with the fanfare
of western campaigning at
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The 20197 MD company meet-
ing will be held on SUNDAY (yes,
SUNDAY), February 10 at
Marietta House Museum, 5626
Bell Station Rd., Glenn Dale,

MD, at 10AM, door opens at 9AM
for set up, if you wish to arrive
early.

Captain Bush and | will have a
review of the Federal Volunteer
Brigade 2019 planning meeting
and a lengthy list of potential
events to choose from.

Please give some thought to our
annual awards.

A review of |
ters is a great way to try to jog

as
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President’s Message

your memory [t hedrllatRen-
the 7th Maryland website, too.] frew Park; we
will be well

represented.
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| continue to work with the
folks at Ft. Frederick for a drill
day and hope to have more details | 6 m |
at the meeting. Whether or not we forward to
can tie in a C&0O march with the  seeing you at
Ft. Frederick event is up in the the meeting and to the next year of

America’s First Female PI

By Melanie Garvey for the Clara Barton Missing Soldiers Office Museum

On August 22, 1856,
and a 23yearold wid-
ow knocked on the

door of a newly estal® "
lished agency in Chi-|
cago, lllinois. Her | =
name: Kate Warne. |
Her mission: Geta [

job.

Warne was part of §
an early, but growingp
wave of middlelass

cording to the 1860 §
Census, 601 America
women were working!
across the country ag
clerical workers.

had long been work-
ing outside the home
in factories or as do-
mestic workergl]

However, Warne
was different. She
wasnot after a
factory job. She wanted to be an

; women coul dnot beco
Sgency revolton. . Until 1903.The term
ized the way police i snét coined unti.l
work was conducted . .
in America. Pinker- But Pinkerton was different. He
| ton developed the |'istened to Warne.
Y idea of following and most useful in worming out secrets In
staking out a suspect, Many places which would be impossi-
| which he called bl e for a male dete
dfishadowing ’War_ne insistec_i that wom_en_could
working undercover, befriend the wives and girlfriends,
aka fiass umithemothersand sisters of suspected
role.o The Egrri]minlal_s ar:jd rg]]ain theirccr)]nfidence.
. few of the around- e claimed that women have an eye
e e wasabroaking schriques 01 el tha hey ae excelln
um Pinkerton agents observers. Pinkerton was impressed.
developed that are He would later descrlb(_e Kate as
figracef ul i n her mo

c | estllusetpday. qomest i ¢,

air. Let 6s di s c Lrememberingand honoring those t
the march at the meeting. that gave O0the | as
. devotion6é for our
Thank you for the rapid and
numerous responses to the inquiry
regarding the March 23rd brigadgt
neers,
Allan
Pinker-
ton still
agent at the Pinker- Wasn
ton Detective Agency. Sure he
was
N Pinkerton agents ready to
~ were part private hirea pjinkertonds Nationse

investigators, part female Agency: the origin of the Private

body guards and all ~ detec-  Eye. _
men. Allan Pinker- tive. No Image courtesy of History.com
ton established the police

force in the country hired womén

Pinkerton Detective
nor would they until 1891. Even then,

Agency only a year

pBssessed. Her features, although not

While Pinkerton agents were pio- (Continusd on
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http://www.clarabartonmuseum.org/katewarne/#_ftn1
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Lincoln - Douglas Debates

(Continued from page
Freeport, Jonesboro, Charleston, Gales-
burg, and Quincy, closing at Alton on
October 15. Douglas taunted Lincoln
with his seemingly radical "house di-
vided" declaration, accused him of pro-
moting a war of sections, ridiculed the
idea of state uniformity as to domestic
institutions, hurled sneers at "black
Republicans" whom he accused of de-
manding racial equality, expounded his
own doctrine of letting the people de-
cide the slavery question, and scored
Lincoln and his followers for seeking

to abolitionize the country and for de-
fying the Supreme Court. Bitterly did
he denounce the alliance which he de-
clared to exist between the Republicans
and the Buchanan Democrats for the
purpose of defeating him with the aid
of Federal patronage in order to satisfy
Democratic revenge for his "having
defeated" the Lecompton constitution.
"What do you Republicans think," he
said, "of a political organization that
will try to make an unholy . . . combi-
nation with its professed foes to beat a
man merely because he has done
right?.... You know that the axe of de-
capitation is suspended over every man
in office in lllinois, and the terror of
proscription is threatened every Demo-
crat by the present administration un-
less he supports the Republican ticket
in preference to my Democratic associ-
ates and myself."

On Lincoln's side the debate re-
vealed that combination of conserva-
tism with moral indignation and re-
forming zeal which has been mentioned
as one of his peculiar characteristics.
No Garrisonian abolitionist, Lincoln
shared some of the Southern attitudes
toward the Negro. Though he de-
nounced the Dred Scott decision for its
doctrine that a Negro could not be a
citizen, he said very frankly: ". . . I am
not in favor of negro citizenship." Simi-
larly, he emphatically disclaimed the
doctrine of social equality for the races;
declined to advocate the repeal of the
fugitive slave law; took no stand against
the admission of further slave states;
and qualified his "house divided" decla-
ration by explaining that it contained
no threat of radical violence or section-
al strife. At the same time the passion-
ate sincerity of his hostility to slavery
gleamed through his rhetoric. "The
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difference between the Republican and
the Democratic parties . . . [in] this
contest,"” he declared, "is, that the for-
mer consider slavery a moral, social
and political wrong, while the latter do
not consider it either a moral, social or
political wrong. . . . The Republican
party . . . hold that this government was
instituted to secure the blessings of
freedom, and that slavery is an unqual-
ified evil tothenegro, tothewhite

man, to the soil, and to the State. Re-
garding it an evil, they will not molest

it in the States where it exists . . . ; but
they will use every constitutional meth-
od to prevent the evil from becoming
larger. . . They will, if possible, place it
where the public mind shall rest in the
belief that it is in the course of ultimate
peaceable extinction, in Gods own good
time."

Though the speeches on both sides
were long and elaborate, they were
largely taken up with repetition, or
with half serious, half playful banter.
While Lincoln dwelt at length on the
moral wrong of slavery, his constructive
proposals can be briefly summarized.
Advocating no Federal interference
with the institution in the states, he
insisted that it be excluded from the
territories (this being his most im-
portant proposal); in a qualified man-
ner he favored exclusion from the Dis-
trict of Columbia; he held that the Dred
Scott decision, in denying to Congress
the power to exclude slavery from the
territories, was erroneous; and, while
avoiding any attitude of radical defi-
ance toward the Court, he declared his
expectation that the decision would be
reversed. With all his moderation and
tolerance, however, Lincoln managed to
inject enough fire and righteous denun-
ciation into his speeches to inspire rad-
icals meanwhile hisabadlitionig part-
ner, Herndon, kept in close and sympa-
thetic touch with the antislavery Wing.

Lincoln's shrewdness in proposing
a set question to Douglas at Freeport,
and Douglas's manner of answering it,
were destined to have important conse-
guences. "Can the people of a United
States Territory," asked Lincoln, "in
any lawful way . . . exclude slavery
from its limits prior to the formation of
a State Constitution?" If Douglas
should follow the cue of the Supreme
Court and answer No, he would disap-
point many voters in his own state and
in the North generally; should he an-
swer Yes, he would offend his pro
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Southern supporters in

"Egypt" (Southern lllinois) and would
alienate the slaveholding South. The
chance that Douglas would lose the
presidency in 1860 by an answer that
would gain the senatorship in 1858 may
not have been in Lincoln's mind; he
was merely pursuing his relentless pur-
pose, everywhere evident in the debates,
of exposing the inconsistency between
the Dred Scott doctrine and the princi-
ple of "popular sovereignty," and of
widening the split between the Douglas
and Buchanan wings of the Democratic
party. Douglas replied:

"I answer emphatically that in my
opinion the people of a Territory can,
by lawful means, exclude slavery from
their limits prior to the formation of a
State constitution. It matters not what
way the Supreme Court may hereafter
decide as to the abstract question
whether slavery may or may not go into
a Territory under the Constitution, the
people have the lawful means to intro-
duce it or exclude it as they please, for
the reason that slavery cannot exist a
day . . unless it is supported by local
police regulations. Those police regula-
tions can only be established by the
local legislature; and if the people are
opposed to slavery, they will elect repre-
sentatives w ho will by unfriendly legis-
lation . . prevent the introduction of it
into their midst, If, on the contrary,

they are for it, their legislation will

favor its extension."

By this answer, or rather by Doug-
las's whole career in the later fifties of
which this answer was but a logical
part, the "Little Giant" had made him-
self unavailable as a leader of Southern
Democracy. As to the outcome of the
election in lllinois, it presented a para-
dox not uncommon in American poli-
tics: Lincoln's party carried districts
containing a larger population than
those carried by the Democrats, but
because of an inequitable apportion-
ment (made under Democratic auspi-
ces) Douglas obtained a majority in the
legislature, insuring his election. Two
outstanding results gave national sig-
nificance to the debates: Douglas's posi-
tion was so advertised and clarified as
to intensify the rift in the Democratic
party; and the Republicans had found a
new leader, for Abraham Lincoln had
achieved a national prominence which
caused him soon to be mentioned for
the presidency.

Source:"The Civil War and Reconstruction”
by J.G. Randall and David Herbert Donald
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The 7th Md. in 2018 - A look back... &

The 7th Maryland enjoyed a busy 2018, from attending
a memorial ceremony for Jacob Koogle, to participat-
ing in the Marching Through Time at Jug Bay Nature

Park. Pvt. Miskey even had time to look for larger camp
meal utensils!




