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Materials 

¶ Wheeling anchors 

¶ 28ò pace rope 

¶ 33ò pace rope 

¶ Wheeling alignment rope 

¶ Wooden pace stakes 

¶ Material to trace the curve of wheeling arc: e.g.,  

o Survey flags 

o Bag of flour  

¶ Metronome 

¶ Timepiece 
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Lesson: Introduction  

 

Anticipated Time: 05 mins 

Objective: 

The Civil War soldier drilled, drilled, and drilled some more. 

 

Camp Leslie, near Falls Church Fairfax County VA Oct. 9, 1861 

  

"I commenced writing yesterday, but was obliged to stop to attend 

drill, a very common incident in soldier life. The first thing in the 

morning is drill, then drill, then drill again. Then dri ll, drill, a little 

more drill. Then drill, and lastly, drill. Between drills, we drill and 

sometimes stop to eat a little and have a roll-call."  

  

Oliver Willcox (O. W.) Norton  

Bugler, Company K, 83rd Pennsylvania Volunteers 

 

 

Explain the Purpose of Drill 

Explain how the drill day will be run  
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THEORETICAL: PURPOSE OF THE SCHOOLS OF INSTRUCTION. 

The object of SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER  is the individual and progressive instruction of the 

recruits. 

 

The object of SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY is to prepare the soldiers for the SCHOOL OF THE 

BATTALION.  

 

The object of SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION is the instruction of battalions singly, and thus to 

prepare them for manoeuvres in line. The harmony so indispensable in the movements of many 

battalions can only be attained by the use of the same commands, the same principles, and the 

same means of execution. Hence, all colonels and actual commanders of battalions will conform 

themselves, without addition or curtailment, to what will herein be prescribed. 

 

We have a lot of material to cover.  

We will start with fundamental principles and build up to more complex maneuvers. 

As required in the Schools, I will first  provide the theoretical instruction. 

¶ I will state the command 

¶ I will describe the proper execution of the command 

¶ I  will then demonstrate proper execution of the command, either myself, or 

o I  will issue the command to the NCO squad who will demonstrate the maneuver 

 

We will then move on to the practical instruction. 

¶ The soldiers will execute the instruction. 

¶ For some of the more complex maneuvers, I have broken them down into their component 

parts so we will slowly build up to executing the maneuver in one motion. 

¶ We will  examine the soldiers execution and rectify any deficiencies. 

 
To enable the Officers and NCOs to use the same commands, during this drill,  

¶ The instructor will issue the preparatory command 

¶ The Officers and NCOs will echo the preparatory command. 

¶ The instructor will issue the command of execution 

o No one will echo the command of execution 

o The soldiers will execute the maneuver as instructed. 
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I will give the men rest during the theoretical instruction 

I will use the commands óREST and óIn place ï RESTô 

At the command REST, the soldier is no longer required to preserve immobility, or to remain in 

his place within the ranks.   

THE SOLDIER MAY NOT BREAK FROM THE RANKS !!  There is a command for that. 

At the command óIn place ï RESTô the soldier will no longer be constrained to preserve silence or 

steadiness of position, but they will always keep one or other heel on the alignment. 

Even though the command óIn place ï RESTô means that soldier will no longer be constrained to 

preserve silence  During this dri ll session, when I use that command, please remain silent so you 

can hear the instructions. 

 

There are longer breaks scheduled during the day. 

When I decide to let you leave the vicinity of the ranks, I will use the command sequence: 

1. Break ranks. 2. MARCH. 

 

Letôs begin! 

(Set a guide) 

1. Attention. 2. 1
ST

 REGIMENT . 

Line up on the Guide - Tall to Small 

1. Fall in  2. BATTALION  

(wait for men to line up) 

1. Attention. 2 BATTALION  

1. In place ï REST 
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Lesson: Alignment Principals 

 

Anticipated Time: 15 mins 

Objective: 

Proper alignment of the ranks is fundamental to the proper execution of 

maneuvers and safety when firing.   

There are numerous maneuvers, during which the company commander 

must align, or dress, the ranks. 

In this lesson, the soldiers will learn: 

- Proper position of the soldier 

- Proper execution of Eyes ï RIGHT/LEFT.  

- Proper execution of Left/Right - DRESS 

- The importance of maintaining and regaining alignment marching 

both forward and backward. 

 

We will execute this lesson in a single rank. 
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THEORETICAL : POSITION OF A SOLDIER.  

The Position of the Soldier is fundamental to our proper impression.  It is fundamental and 

critical to all subsequent alignments with and without arms. 

Every time you are called to attention, this is the position you are to assume: 

 

S.S. 85. Heels on the same line, as near each other as the conformation of the man will permit: 

The feet turned out equally, and forming with each other something less than a right angle; 

The knees straight without stiffness; 

The body erect on the hips, inclining a little forward; 

The shoulders square and falling equally; 

The arms hanging naturally; 

The elbows near the body; 

The palm of the hand turned a little to the front, the little finger behind the seam of the pantaloons; 

The head erect and square to the front, without constraint; 

The chin near the stock, without covering it; 

The eyes fixed straight to the front, and striking the ground about the distance of fifteen paces. 

 

ñThe palm of the hand turned a little to the front, the little finger behind the seam of the 

pantaloonsò 

This is a subtle yet simple part of our impression. 

It makes a huge impact: which century are you in? 

This defines a soldierôs ñspaceò;  

It anchors the hand in position  

This in turn orients the arm and defines the proper position of the elbow  

Keep your elbows near the body: 

donôt open them out!   

donôt let them be compressed in!   

Proper elbow position in turn enables proper alignment 

As stated in School of the Soldier 

S.S. 321: éso that, without deranging the head, the line of the eyes, or that of the shoulders, he 

may find himself in the exact line of his neighbor, whose elbow he will lightly touch without 

opening his own. 
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Proper Alignment of each rank, and hence the company is critically dependent on the position of 

the feet, shoulders, hands, and elbows. 

 

Alignment of the feet enables alignment of the shoulders 

 

Proper alignment of the shoulders depends upon proper alignment of our, hips, ankles, and heels.   

 

Alignment of the hands enables alignment of the elbows.   

Hand positioning is one area where modern military alignment sneaks into the hobby.  

Subtle distinctions help authentic impressions stand out.   

Any time the soldier stands at attention, with or without arms, the empty hand conforms to 

the position described in Position of the Soldier. 

 

Remember that you are the show, not a spectator! 

Focus your eyes on a spot on the ground, 35 feet in front of you. 

Donôt look at the officers.  

Donôt look at your comrades.  

Donôt look at what is taking place around you.   

This is especially important during Dress Parade !!!! 

 

A quick word about Upper body strength 

A certain amount of upper body strength is necessary to maintain balance while carrying a 

musket. 

You need to keep your shoulders square to front line.  Stand straight, donôt over 

compensate by leaning too far forward, backward, or to the side. 

The alignment of the ranks and the safety of your comrades depend on your ability to 

maintain proper position.   
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PRACTICAL: POSITION OF A SOLDIER.  

 

(Demonstrate with NCOs) 

 

1. Attention, 2. DEMONSTRATION SQUAD 

 

(Examine the position of each Officer and NCO) 

 

(Rectify as necessary) 

 

(Point out to the soldiers the principles; explain why any corrections are made.) 

 

 

 

 

(Examine the men) 

 

1. Attention, 2. COMPANY 

 

(Officers and NCOs examine the position of each soldier and rectify as necessary) 

 

 

1. Attention, 2. COMPANY 

 

 

In placeðREST. 
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THEORETICAL : EYES RIGHT/LEFT  

Key to proper alignment is proper turning of t he head and eyes. 

 

The command sequence is  

1. EyesðRIGHT. 2. FRONT. 

 

There are two parts to this command sequence: the first to turn the head in the direction of the 

alignment, the scond to return the head to th direct or habitual position of he soldier. 

 

S.S. 88. At the word right, the recruit will  

¶ turn the head gently, so as to  

¶ bring the inner corner of the left eye in a line with the buttons of the coat,  

¶ the eyes fixed on the line of the eyes of the men in, or supposed to be in, the same rank. 

 

S.S. 89. At the second command, the head will resume the direct or habitual position. 

 

S.S. 90. The movement of EyesðLEFT will be executed by inverse means. 

 

S.S. 91. The instructor will take particular care that the movement of the head does not derange the 

squareness of the shoulders, which will happen if the movement of the former be too sudden. 

 

The manner of turning the head is an area where modern military alignment has crept into our 

impression. 

For the Civil War soldier, this was a subtle movement ï ñturn the head gentlyò  

Å It is not sudden!      It is not big!       It is not fast! 

Å Peripheral vision is used to make the alignment, not direct vision. 

Å The head turns only slightly in order to ñbring the inner corner of the left eye in a line with the 

buttons of the coatò.    

Å The reference point is the ñinner corner of the left eyeò, not the outer corner of the left eye, 

and certainly not the left ear.   

Å Note that the recruit is to ñturn the head gentlyò and the instructor is to make sure that the 

movement is not ñtoo sudden.ò  

Å It is the head, and only the head that moves, donôt twist the shoulders to get a better view.  

The finish is just as important! 

¶ Keep your eyes focused on the eyes of the man to the side you are dressing, until you are 

instructed to return to the front position. 
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PRACTICAL : EYES RIGHT/LEFT  

 

1. Eyes-RIGHT.  

(Officers and NCOs examine the position of each soldier and rectify as necessary) 

 

(Ensure that 

¶ the head is not turned too far,  

¶ the shoulders remain square to the line,  

¶ the eyes remained fixed on the line of eyes.) 
 

2. FRONT. 

 

1. Eyes-LEFT.  

(Officers and NCOs examine the position of each soldier and rectify as necessary) 

 

(Ensure that 

¶ the head is not turned too far,  

¶ the shoulders remain square to the line,  

¶ the eyes remained fixed on the line of eyes.) 
 

2. FRONT. 
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THEORETICAL : ALIGNMENT , DRESS FORWARD 

Now that youôve been properly instructed in the position of the soldier and the turning of the 

head, the next lesson adds in movement. 

 

You can be aligned:  

- As a rank, one man at a time 

- As a rank 

- Or by file 

 

The command sequence for an individual is as follows 
(first ï the soldier will be addressed his name or his number) 

1. Right ð DRESS.2. FRONT 

 

The Officer should set the new line at least two paces in front of the current line. When dress each 

soldier individually,  

 

S.S. 321. Each recruit, as designated by his number will turn the head and eyes to the right, as prescribed 

in the first lesson of the first part, and will march in quick time two paces forward, shortening the last, so 

as to find himself about six inches behind the new alignment, which he ought never to pass: he will next 

move up steadily by steps of two or three inches, the hams extended, to the side of the man next to him 

on the alignment, so that, without deranging the head, the line of the eyes, or that of the shoulders, he 

may find himself in the exact line of his neighbor, whose elbow he will lightly touch without opening 

his own. 

 

The individual soldier keeps his eyes fixed on the line of the eyes of the men in, the same rank. 

S.S. 322. The instructor seeing the rank well aligned, will command: 

 

FRONT. 

 

S.S. 323. At this, the recruits will turn eyes to the front, and remain firm. 

S.S. 324. Alignments to the left will be executed on the same principles. 

 

Once the soldiers understand how to align themselves individually, they will be taught to align as a 

single rank. 

 

The command sequence for an entire rank is the same: 

 

Right (or left)ðDRESS. 

S.S. 326. At this  

¶ the rank, except the two men placed in advance as a basis of alignment  

¶ will move up in quick time and  

¶ place themselves on the new line,  

¶ according to the principles prescribed No. 321. 
This last phrase means the men keep their eyes fixed in the Eyes ï Right (or left) position until commanded 

to return to the front.  

S.S. 328. The instructor, seeing the greater number of the rank aligned, will command: 

 

FRONT.  
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Another way to dress the company is by each file. 

 

The command sequence to align by file is: 

 

1. Company. 2. By file, right (or left)ðDRESS. 

 

S.C. 20. At this, the men of each rank will move up successively on the alignment, each man being 

preceded by his neighbor in the same rank, toward the basis, by two paces, and, having correctly aligned 

himself, will cast his eyes to the front. 

 

In general, any time the men are commanded: 

 

1. Right ð DRESS 

 

The men remain at Eyes ï RIGHT, until commanded to return their gaze to the front. 
 

When commanded to dress by file,  

- the soldier will cast his eyes to the front as soon as he has correctly aligned himself. 

- The remaining soldiers successively advance to the new alignment;  

- BUT, each soldier waits until the previous soldier has advanced two paces and then begins 

their own advance. 

 

The one exception is when the company has been aligned and a soldier is out of alignment.  When 

the officer commandôs that individual to correct his alignment, the soldier will do so and 

immediately return his gaze to the front without being commanded to do so. 

 

We will be using the Commands 

1. Company. 2. Right ðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

1. Company. 2. Right backwardðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

1. Company. 2. Left backwardðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

1. Company. 2. By file, right ðDRESS. 

1. Company. 2. By file, leftðDRESS. 
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THEORETICAL: ALIGNMENT, DRESS BACKWARD  

Before we can align backward, the men need to know how to march backward. 

 

The command sequence to march backward is: 

 

1. Squad/Platoon/Company/Battalion/Brigade backward. 2. MARCH. 

 

At the command MARCH, the soldier will step off smartly with the left foot fourteen inches to the 

rear, reckoning from heel to heel, and so with the feet in succession till the command halt, which will 

always be preceded by the caution squad. The men will halt at this command, and bring back the foot in 

front by the side of the other. 

 

When marching backward, the soldier always steps off with the left foot. 

 

When marching backward, the soldier is to  

 

S.S. 258. émarch straight to the rear, and that the erect position of the body and the piece be not 

deranged. 

 

 

The command sequence for alignments to the rear is: 

 

Right (or left) backwardðDRESS. 

 

When aligning to the rear the soldier steps back a little beyond the line, and then dresses forward 

according to the principles for Right/Left - DRESS 
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THEORETICAL: ALIGNMENT  OF THE RANKS 

REGARDLESS of the Cadence, ALWAYS  Maintain Alignment of the Ranks!  

¶ Common Time = Maintain the alignment 

¶ Quick Time = Maintain the alignment 

¶ Double Quick time = Maintain the Alignment 

¶ The Run = Maintain the alignment 

 

At the command march,  

¶ the rank will step off smartly with the left foot;  

¶ the guide will take care to march straight to the front,  

¶ keeping his shoulders always in a square with that line. 
 

When marching to the front, the men  

¶ touch lightly the elbow toward the side of the guide;  

¶ they do not open out the left elbow, 

¶  nor the right arm;  

¶ they yield to pressure coming from the side of the guide; 

¶ they resist pressure coming from the opposite side;  

¶ they recover by insensible degrees, the slight touch of the elbow, if lost;  

¶ they maintain the head direct to the front, no matter on which side the guide may be; and  

¶ if found before or behind the alignment, that the man in fault corrects himself by 

shortening or lengthening the step, by degrees, almost insensible. 

 

The man recovers by insensible degrees, the slight touch of the elbow, if lost! 

The man in fault corrects himself by shortening or lengthening the step, by degrees, almost 

insensible.  

When making a correction: 

¶ Donôt break cadence 

¶ Donôt make sudden or large corrections.  

¶ Just as your error can derange the line, your sudden correction can also derange the line. 

Alignment can only be preserved, in marching: 

¶ by the regularity of the step,  

¶ the touch of the elbow, and  

¶ the maintenance of the shoulders in a square with the line of direction 

¶ if, for example, the step of some be longer than that of others, or if some march faster than 

others, a separation of elbows, and a loss of the alignment, would be inevitable;  

¶ if the men do not strictly observe the touch of elbows, it would be impossible for an 

individual to judge whether he marches abreast with his neighbor, or not, and whether 

there be not an interval between them. 

In addition, the men must: 

¶ regulate the cadence of the step,  

¶ preserve always the erectness of the body,  

¶ and the due length of the pace.  
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PRACTICAL : ALIGNMENT  ï DRESS FORWARD 

We will first execute the alignment as individuals using the by file instruction, and then as a rank. 

When aligned by file, 

- The soldier will cast his eyes to the front as soon as he has correctly aligned himself. 

- The FRONT command is not used. 

- The remaining soldiers successively advance to the new alignment;  

- each soldier waits until the previous soldier has advanced two paces and then begins their 

own advance. 

 

When aligned as an rank,  

- The soldiers successively advance to the new alignment; but without waiting for the 

previous soldier to have advanced two paces 

- All members of the rank remain at Eyes -Right/Left  until commanded FRONT 

 

(By file) 

(Set two men on right flank forward at least four paces) 

(Dress each soldier one at a time) 

1. Company. 2. By file, right ðDRESS. 

 

(Set two men on left flank forward at least four paces) 

(Dress each soldier one at a time) 

1. Company. 2. By file, left ðDRESS. 

 

(As a rank) 

(Set two men on right flank forward at least four paces) 

(Dress the entire rank at the same time) 

1. Company. 2. Right ðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

(Set two men on left flank forward at least four paces) 

(Dress the entire rank at the same time) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL : ALIGNMENT  ï DRESS BACKWARD  

When dressing backward, you first step back behind the new line, then dress forward. 

 

(By file) 

(Set two men on right flank backward at least four paces) 

(Dress each soldier one at a time) 

1. Company. 2. By file, right backwardðDRESS. 

 

(Set two men on left flank backward at least four paces) 

(Dress each soldier one at a time) 

1. Company. 2. By file, left backwardðDRESS. 

 

(As a rank) 

(Set two men on right flank backward at least four paces) 

(Dress the entire rank at the same time) 

1. Company. 2. Right backward - DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

(Set two men on left flank backward at least four paces) 

(Dress the entire rank at the same time) 

1. Company. 2. Left backward - DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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Lesson: Marching Fundamentals 

 

Anticipated Time: 20 mins 

Objective: 

HALT means halt é most of the time.  The soldier needs to know when 

they are expected to keep moving when the HALT command is issued 

and when they need to stop. 

Proper Cadence and Pace are essential to proper execution of Company 

and Battalion Maneuvers 

In this lesson, the soldiers will learn:  

- Proper execution of HALT. 

- Fundamentals of Cadence and Pace 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING FUNDAMENTALS, THE HALT  

HALT means halt é most times 

The command sequence to stop the line of advance is: 

 
1. Squad. 2. HALT. 

As instructed in the School of the Soldier: 

S.S. 106. At the second command, which will be given at the instant when either foot is coming to the ground, the 

foot in the rear will be brought up, and planted by the side of the other, without shock. 

The HALT is a sudden stop.  

As described, the command is given towards the tail end of a stride: ñgiven at the instant when either foot is 

coming to the groundò. 

Forward motion ceases immediately. 

The rear foot is placed beside the other 

No extra steps! 

Generally there should be no extra movement to correct our alignment. As instructed in the School of the 

Company: 

S.S. 370. At the second command, the rank will halt, and afterward no man will stir, although he may have lost 

his distance. This prohibition is necessary, to habituate the men to a constant preservation of their distances. 

However, there are times when the command to halt is given, that some men are required to continue to 

move.   

The first scenario is when men are coming into line as individuals.   

The three maneuvers we will go over today are: 

On the Right Into Line 

On the right, by file into line. 

By Company Into Line 

 

In each of these, the command HALT stops the forward progress of the new line. As stated in the School of 

the Company instruction for óOn the Right Into Lineô, the files, not yet in line, will come up promptly. 
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The second scenario is when the men are marching in ranks and are commanded to HALT. 

Caseyôs FORMATION OF INFANTRY IN ORDER OF BATTLE, instruction 17 defines the 

distance between ranks to be 13 inches when the ranks are formed. 

17. The distance from one rank to another will be thirteen inches, measured from the breasts of the rear-

rank men to the backs or knapsacks of the front-rank men. 

However, we are taught in the School of the Company that the distance between the ranks 

increases when the musket is carried on the right shoulder (i.e. Right Shoulder Shift) and the 

distance varies with the change in cadence. 

When the pieces are carried on the right shoulder, in quick time, the distance between the ranks 

will be sixteen inches.  

In marching in double quick time, the distance between the ranks will be twenty-six inches, and 

the pieces will be carried habitually on the right shoulder. 

When the Company is commanded to halt,  

¶ the front rank ceases to move,  

¶ the men will bring their pieces at once to a shoulder  

¶ The rear-rank will close to its proper distance. 

 

When the Company is marching in Column at double quick time  

At the command halt, the men will halt in their places, and will themselves rectify their positions 

in the ranks. 

 

Note that when wheeling into line, the men are not coming into line as individuals, so the front 

rank needs to halt when the command is issued.  The rear rank will close to the proper distance of 

their file partner (who may be out of alignment).  But since the Captain is going to dress the ranks 

as part of the sequence of commands, the front rank should stop moving and stand still. 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING PACE & CADENCE  

PACE 

Pace é Cadence é Whatôs the big deal?ò 

Hereôs what is said about that in the School of the Soldier: 

S.S. 337. The instructor will labor to cause recruits to comprehend that the alignment can only be 

preserved, in marching, by the regularity of the step, the touch of the elbow, and the maintenance 

of the shoulders in a square with the line of direction: that if, for example, the step of some be 

longer than that of others, or if some march faster than others, a separation of elbows, and a loss 

of the alignment, would be inevitable; that if (it being required that the head should be direct to 

the front) they do not strictly observe the touch of elbows, it would be impossible for an individual 

to judge whether he marches abreast with his neighbor, or not, and whether there be not an 

interval between them. 

S.S. 338. The impulsion of the quick step having a tendency to make men too easy and free in their 

movements, the instructor will be careful to regulate the cadence of this step, and to habituate 

them to preserve always the erectness of the body, and the due length of the pace. 

Thatôs the big deal! 

 

Pace is the length of the stride.  If all men are not taking the same length stride, they will quickly 

begin stepping on each otherôs heels. 

The length of the step is always measured heel to heel. 

A 28 inch step is actually much shorter than typical length of step of modern man. 

Tall persons, typically our company leads, have to significantly shorten the length of their step 

 

Some numbers for you to remember: 28, 33, 14 

28: is the length of the direct step, or pace when marching in Common Time and Quick Time 

33: is the length of the step when marching in Double Quick Time 

14: is the length of the step when marching Backward  
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING PACE & CADENCE  

CADENCE 

Pace is always paired with a cadence.   

Cadence is the rate of steps per minute. The combination of the two, and with well trained and 

exercised men, an officer can estimate how long it will take his unit to cover a certain distance. 

The primary form of marching is called the direct step. 

Soldiers were initially drilled in Common Time so that they could learn the fundamentals of 

marching. 

Common Time 

The length of the direct step, or pace, in common time, is twenty-eight inches, and in swiftness at 

the rate of ninety in a minute. 

Common Time was only used at the very beginning of School of the Soldier: 

Quick Time 

Once the recruit has acquired steadiness, has become established in the principles of shouldered 

arms, and in the mechanism length and swiftness of the step in common time, he will be practised 

only in quick time, the double quick time, and the run. 

 

The length of the direct step, or pace, in quick time, is twenty-eight inches, and in swiftness at the 

rate of one hundred and ten steps per minute. 

 

Note that unless explicitly stated otherwise, the soldier is to march at the quick time. 
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One of the reenactorisms that is often uttered within earshot of the spectators is phrases such as 

ñhurry it upò or ñmove fasterò. Those are not civil war commands! 

If the officer needs us to get someplace in a hurry, they can command us to go to Double Quick 

Time or to the Run.  

The Double Quick Time. 

The length of the double quick step is thirty-three inches, and its swiftness is one hundred and 

sixty-five steps per minute. 

The double quick step may be executed under urgent circumstances the cadence of this step may 

be increased to one hundred and eighty per minute.  

There is no command for ordering troops to the Double Quick Time rate of 180 steps per minute.   

Many of the marching maneuvers are expected to be able to be performed in both Quick Time 

and Double Quick Time. Some maneuvers executed in quick time require some men to march at 

double quick time to accelerate and catch up with the men marching at quick time (for example 

when executing by company into line). When the same maneuver is executed in double quick time, 

the men who normally would march at double quick 165-cadence would instead march at double 

quick 180-cadence. 

The Run.  

The pace is the same as the double quick: 33 inches. The rate is not specified beyond ñconsisting in 

a greater degree of swiftnessò than the Double Quick. 

S.S. 123. The principles are the same as for the double quick step, the only difference consisting 

in a greater degree of swiftness. 

S.S. 422. The run, in actual service, will only be resorted to when it may be highly important to 

reach a given point with great promptitude. 

As stated earlier 

REGARDLESS of the Cadence, ALWAYS  Maintain Alignment of the Ranks!  

¶ Common Time = Maintain the alignment 

¶ Quick Time = Maintain the alignment 

¶ Double Quick time = Maintain the Alignment 

¶ The Run = Maintain the alignment 
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When halted, should the officer command the men to march backward, the men step off with the 

left foot and take steps of 14 inches in quick time. 

 

The last rate that we need to know is a favorite of one of my comrades, the Route Step. 

S.C. 311. The swiftness of the route step will be one hundred and ten steps in a minute; this 

swiftness will be habitually maintained in columns in route, when the roads and ground may 

permit.  

S.C. 313. At the command march, repeated by the captain, the two ranks will step off together; 

the rear-rank will take in marching, by shortening a few steps, a distance of one pace (twenty-

eight inches) from the rank preceding, which distance will be computed from the breasts of the 

men in the rear-rank, to the knapsacks of the men in the front-rank. The men, without further 

command, will immediately carry their arms at will, as indicated in the S. S., No. 228 or they 

may sling them on their backs muzzle up. They will no longer be required to march in the 

cadence pace, or with the same foot, or to remain silent. The files will march at ease; but care 

will be taken to prevent the ranks from intermixing, the front-rank from getting in advance of the 

guide, and the rear-rank from opening to too great a distance. 

 

 

Instruction S.S. 228 is for ArmsðAT WILL . 

 

S.S. 228. At this command, carry the piece at pleasure on either shoulder, with one or both 

hands, the muzzle elevated. 
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The command sequences are as follows. Note that the unit being commanded should be called out 

in the instruction (such as: squad, platoon, company, battalion, brigade): 

 

1. Squad, forward. 2. Common time. 3. MARCH. 

1. Squad, forward. 2. MARCH 

1. Squad, forward. 2. Double quick. 3. MARCH. 

1. Column, forward. 2. Guide, left (or right). 3. Route step. 4. MARCH. 

1. Quick time. 2. MARCH. 

1. Route step. 2. MARCH. 

1. Squad backward. 2. MARCH. 

 

Again, there is no command for ordering troops to the Double Quick Time rate of 180 steps per 

minute.   

I could find no verbal command listed in the manuals for ordering the troops to the Run.   

There are drum signals and bugle calls.  

Guides and skirmishers will frequently have to move between positions at the Double 

Quick or the run. 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING PACE & CADENCE  

Before taking the men to the field, the men can practice the CADENCE in place. 

1. Mark time. 2. MARCH. 

 

S.S. 250. At the second command, which will be given at the instant a foot is coming to the ground, the 

recruits will make a semblance of marching, by bringing the heels by the side of each 

 

1. Double quick step. 2. MARCH. 

 

S.S. 113. At the first command the recruit will raise his hands to a level with his hips, the hands closed, 

the nails toward the body, the elbows to the rear. 

 

S.S. 114. At the second command, he will raise to the front his left leg bent, in order to give to the knee 

the greatest elevation, the part of the leg between the knee and the instep vertical, the toe depressed; he 

will then replace his foot in its former position; with the right leg he will execute what has just been 

prescribed for the left, and the alternate movement of the legs will be continued until the command: 

 

1. Squad. 2. HALT. 

 

S.S. 115. At the second command, the recruit will bring the foot which is raised by the side of the other, 

and dropping at the same time his hands by his side, will resume the position of the soldier without 

arms. 
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PRACTICAL: MARCHING FUNDAMENTALS, PACE AND CADENCE  

 

We will practice the cadence, by marching in place 

(Use a metronome or drummer) 

 

We will start  with Quick Time. 

The objective here is to have every man raise and lower his legs at the same time. 

1. Mark time. 2. MARCH. 

 

(Ensure all men are marching in synch) 

 

Now, letôs step up the rate with Double Quick Time. 

The objective here is same as before: to have every man raise and lower his legs at the same time. 

Remember, the command ñDouble Quick Stepò is to march in place at Double Quick Time. 

1. Double quick step. 2. MARCH. 

 

 

We will join the Quick time cadence with the 28 inch pace. 

(move to the 28 inch pace rope) 

 

1. Forward. 2. MARCH. 

(Ensure each man takes the proper length stride in the proper cadence) 

 

We will join the Double Quick time cadence with the 33 inch pace. 

(move to the 33 inch pace rope) 

 

1. Forward, double quick. 2. MARCH. 

(Ensure each man takes the proper length stride in the proper cadence) 
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Lesson: Facings 

 

Anticipated Time: 10 mins 

Objective: 

- The student will learn proper execution of facings:  

o Left ï FACE 

o Right ï FACE 

o ABOUT - FACE 
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THEORETICAL: FACINGS, THE LEFT HEEL  

All Facings (left, right, about) are performed by pivoting on the LEFT  heel. 

S.S. 95. Facing to the right and left will be executed in one time, or pause. The instructor will command: 

 

1. Squad. 2. Right (or left)-FACE. 

S.S. 96. At the second command, raise the right foot slightly, turn on the left heel, raising the toes a 

little, and then replace the right heel by the side of the left, and on the same line. 

Pivoting on the left heel feels natural for a left face 

But feels awkward for a right face!  

Although more natural feel to pivot on right heel ï DONôT pivot on right heel! 

Doing so deranges the line! 

Modern military facing (pivot on heel of the facing) ï DONôT pivot on right heel! 

Pivoting on different heels causes the battle line to shift (to the side and front) 

Results in a shift of a couple inches  

imagine ówalkingô a skateboard where the pivot is on the wheels, an exaggeration 

but good visual 

Deranges alignment when facing by the flank 

If all soldiers do not execute the facing by pivoting on same heel 

Deranges alignment when firing in the field 

Safety issue !!!!!!!!  

Imagine the left heel nailed in place 

Anchor the left heel 

Practice 

Donôt try to óhop-twistô to the right 

Turn the hips first, makes it easier to pivot on left heel 
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THEORETICAL: FACINGS, THE ABOUT FACE  

The final facing is the About Face.  

 

The correct command is:  ñABOUT - FACEò not ñRight About FACEò 

The ñRight Aboutò preparatory command is used when the troops are marching, NOT when they 

are halted. 

The command is always executed by turning to the right. 

There are two commands of execution in this maneuver and a pause must be allowed in between 

each command. 

The men must be given the chance to complete the first execution before moving to the second. 

Do not rush the execution. 

Doing so puts the men at risk of getting tangled about their own legs and tripping, thereby putting 

the safety of their comrades at risk. 

  

S.S. 97. The full face to the rear (or front) will be executed in two times, or pauses. The instructor will 

command. 

 

1. Squad. 2. ABOUT-FACE. 

S.S. 98. (First time.) At the word about, the recruit will turn on the left heel, bring the left toe to the 

front, carry the right foot to the rear, the hollow opposite to, and full three inches from, the left heel, the 

feet square to each other. 

 

Note: That 3 inch separation allows the soldier to turn on both heels without getting tangled about 

their own legs and tripping! 

S.S. 99. (Second time.) At the word face, the recruit will turn on both heels, raise the toes a little, extend 

the hams, face to the rear, bringing, at the same time, the right heel by the side of the left. 

Note that the right foot is brought back to the left.   

This is extremely important for maintaining alignment: both when preparing to march by the 

flank and reestablishing the battle front. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS 

 

1. Attention. 2. Company.  

1. In one rank. 2. Left - FACE 

(Ensure all men pivot on the left heel) 

 

1. In one rank. 2. Right - FACE 

(Ensure all men pivot on the left heel) 

 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - é 

(Ensure all men pivot on the left heel) 

(Ensure all men brought the left toe to the front) 

(Ensure all men carried  the right foot to the rear, and that the hollow of the right foot is opposite to, and 

full three inches from, the left heel,) 

(Ensure the feet square to each other) 

 

ð FACE. 

(Ensure all men pivot on both heels) 

(Ensure all men bring the right heel by the side of the left.) 

 

1. Company. 2. ABOUTðFACE. 

 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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Lesson: Forming the Company 

 

Anticipated Time: 20 mins 

Objective: 

- Forming a Civil War period -correct-sized Company is a rare 

experience.  

- The arrangement of the positions of privates, NCOs, and Officers is 

explicitly defined in the Manuals of instruction. 

- The method for forming that arrangement is not described.  Over 

the years I have seen numerous reenactors attempt to form the 

Company, where the officer used Commands from the manual. But 

he used the commands out of context! 

- This section will review the formation of the Company, propose the 

method for forming it, and put the other methods in their proper 

context. 
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THEORETICAL: FORMING THE COMPANY  

As described in the section on the FORMATION OF INFANTRY IN ORDER OF BATTLE.  

 

12. Each company will be divided into two equal parts, which will be designated as the first and second 

platoon, counting from the right; and each platoon, in like manner, will be subdivided into two sections. 

13. In all exercises and manoeuvres, every regiment, or part of a regiment, composed of two or more 

companies, will be designated as a battalion. 

14. The color, with a guard to be hereinafter designated, will be posted on the left of the right centre 

battalion company. That company, and all on its right, will be denominated the right wing of the 

battalion; the remaining companies the left wing. 

 

15. The formation of a regiment is in two ranks; and each company will be formed into two ranks, in the 

following manner: the corporals will be posted in the front-rank, and on the right and left of platoons, 

according to height; the tallest corporal and the tallest man will form the first file, the next two tallest 

men will form the second file, and so on to the last file, which will be composed of the shortest corporal 

and the shortest man. 

16. The odd and even files, numbered as one, two, in the company, from right to left, will form groups 

of four men, who will be designated comrades in battle. 

17. The distance from one rank to another will be thirteen inches, measured from the breasts of the rear-

rank men to the backs or knapsacks of the front-rank men. 

18. For manoeuvres, the companies of a battalion will always be equalized, by transferring men from the 

strongest to the weakest companies. 

 

POSTS OF COMPANY OFFICERS SERGEANTS AND CORPORALS. 

19. The company officers and sergeants are nine in number, and will be posted in the following manner: 

20. The captain on the right of the company, touching with the left elbow. 

21. The first sergeant in the rear-rank, touching with the left elbow, and covering the captain. In the 

manoeuvres he will be denominated covering sergeant, or right guide of the company. 

22. The remaining officers and sergeants will be posted as file closers, and two paces behind the rear-

rank. 

23. The first lieutenant, opposite the centre of the fourth section. 

24. The second lieutenant, opposite the centre of the first platoon. 

25. The third lieutenant, opposite the centre of the second platoon. 

26. The second sergeant, opposite the second file from the left of the company. In the manoeuvres he 

will be designated left guide of the company. 

27. The third sergeant, opposite the second file from the right of the second platoon. 

28. The fourth sergeant, opposite the second file from the left of the first platoon. 

29. The fifth sergeant, opposite the second file from the right of the first platoon. 

30. In the left, or eighth company of the battalion, the second sergeant will be posted in the front-rank, 

and on the left of the battalion. 

31. The corporals will be posted in the front-rank as prescribed, No. 15. 

32. Absent officers and sergeants will be replaced ï officers by sergeants, and sergeants by corporals. 

The colonel may detach a first lieutenant from one company to command another, of which both the 

captain and first lieutenant are absent; but this authority will give no right to a lieutenant to demand to 

be so detached. 

 

The first sergeant is denominated as the covering sergeant, or right guide of the company. 

The second sergeant is designated left guide of the company. 
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THEORETICAL: FORMATION OF A COMPANY FROM TWO RANKS INTO SINGLE 

RANK, AND RECIPROCALLY.  

 

Once the Company is formed as described in instructions 15, there are maneuvers taught in 

School of the Company to reduce the Company from two ranks down to one, and then to return 

the reduced Company back to two ranks.  These are the instructions that are typically used out of 

context to form the Company from scratch. 

 

The first instruction takes a company that has been properly formed in two ranks, and reduces it 

to one rank. 

 

S.C. 368. The company being formed into two ranks in the manner indicated No. 15, Title I, and 

supposed to make part of a column, right or left in front, when the instructor shall wish to form it into 

single rank, he will command: 

 

1. In one rank, form company. 2. MARCH. 

 

S.C. 369. At the first command the right guide will face to the right. 

 

S.C. 370. At the command march, the right guide will step off and march in the prolongation of the 

front-rank. 

 

S.C. 371. The first file will step off at the same time with the guide; the front-rank man will turn to the 

right at the first step, follow the guide, and be himself followed by the rear-rank man of his file, who 

will come to turn on the same spot where he had turned. The second file, and successively all the other 

files, will step off as has been prescribed for the first, the front-rank man of each file following 

immediately the rear-rank man of the file next on his right. The captain will superintend the movement, 

and when the last man shall have stepped off, he will halt the company, and face it to the front. 

 

S.C. 372. The file closers will take their places in line of battle, two paces in rear of the rank. 
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The second instruction takes a company that has been properly formed in two ranks, and then 

reduced to one rank, and restores it to two ranks. 

 

Because the company was formed first, which means the boundaries of the platoons were defined 

and the corporals inserted in the proper locations é and THEN reduced into one rank é that 

means the single rank of men has everybody in the proper position. 

 

The instruction to reform the company into two ranks, is essentially a right face combined with a 

moving doubling of the rank. 

 

S.C. 373. The company being in single rank, when the instructor shall wish to form it into two ranks, he 

will command: 

 

1. In two ranks, form company. 2. Company, rightðFACE. 3. MARCH. 

 

S.C. 374. At the second command the company will face to the right; the right guide and the man on the 

right will remain faced to the front. 

 

S.C. 375. At the command march, the men who have faced to the right, will step off, and form files in 

the following manner: the second man in the rank will place himself behind the first to form the first 

file; the third will place himself by the side of the first in the front-rank: the fourth behind the third in the 

rear-rank. All the others will, in like manner, place themselves, alternately, in the front and rear-rank, 

and will thus form files of two men, on the left of those already formed. 

 

S.C. 376. The formations above described will be habitually executed by the right of companies; but 

when the instructor shall wish to have them executed by the left, he will face the company about, and 

post the guides in the rear-rank. 

 

Note that as each man takes his position in the file, he will automatically face to the front.  

 

Although there are instructions for reforming the Company by the left of Company, for the sake 

of time we will not instruct them today. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

OPTIONAL  

 

S.C. 377. The formation will then be executed by the same commands, and according to the same 

principles as by the front-rank; the movement commencing with the left file, now become the right, and 

in each file by the rear-rank man, now become the front; the left guide will conform to what has been 

prescribed for the right. 

 

S.C. 378. The formation ended, the instructor will face the company to its proper front. 

 

S.C. 379. When a battalion in line has to execute either of the formations above described, the colonel 

will cause it to break to the rear by the right or left of companies, and will then give the commands just 

prescribed for the instructor. Each company will execute the movement as if acting singly. 
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THEORETICAL: FORMING THE  COMPANY  

We are now going to form the Company into two ranks in the manner indicated No. 15, Title I. 

Despite what you may have seen, heard, or been taught over the years, there is NO single, magical 

command to form the Company when the men have fallen in and aligned tall to small. 

There have been numerous reenactor attempts to create such a command, but it does not exist. 

Why? 

One. The Company is divided into platoons, and each platoon is then divided into sections. 

Two. The 8 corporals are positioned on the left and right of each platoon and each section. 

Three  All the corporals are posted in the front rank. 

Four. The first platoon should be composed of an integral number of comrades in battle. When the 

company deploys as skirmishers, the 1
st
 Platoon deploys as skirmishers while the rest of the 

company is typically held in reserve. 

The assertion that the tallest man is always in the rear rank should not be a hard and fast rule.   

¶ I have heard it stated that tallest man must be in the rear rank because it is a firing safety 

issue.  That is not true!  

¶ I have also heard it said that a short man in the rear rank cannot fire over the shoulder of a 

tall man in the front rank.  Anyone that says that does not know Civil War drill! 

¶ The rear rank man does NOT fire ñover the shoulderò of his file partner.  In aiming, the 

man in front depresses his right arm, thus enabling the man in the rear to fire over the 

depressed arm. 

¶ More importantly, t he Company needs to be able to fire by both the front rank and by the 

rear rank.  So even if the tallest man of each file was in the rear rank, when firing by the 

rear rank, the taller men will be firing from the front , and the shorter men will be firing 

from the rear. 
 

The safety issue to consider when forming the company is properly aligning the file partners. The man in 

the rear should be able to align his head directly behind the head of his file partner.  If he is not properly 

aligned behind his file partner, he will never be able to properly align his musket when firing. 

¶ It is more important for alignment and therefore firing safety for men of like body width to 

be aligned as file partners. 

 

Therefore, when forming the company, match men of like body width as file partners. Put the 

tallest file partner in the rear rank.  
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PRACTICAL: FORMING THE COMPANY  

 

(Set the Guide on line.) 

1. Attention. 2. 1
ST

 REGIMENT . 

Line up on the Guide - Tall to Small 

1. Fall in  2. BATTALION  

(wait for men to line up) 

(Manually arrange the Company.) 

¶ (Set the 1
st
 Sgt and 1

st
 Corporal 3 paces in front of the single rank of men.) 

¶ (Call each soldier individually, ) 

¶ (designate the rank they are to take position in, ) 

¶ (command him to Right-DRESS) 

¶ (To the extent possible, place the tallest man in the rear rank) 

¶ (set the corporals at the boundaries of platoons and sections.) 

¶ (Ensure 1
st
 platoon has an integral number of Comrades in Battle) 

 

 

The Company is now formed per Instruction 15. We will use the School of the Company 

commands to reduce it to one rank. And practice restoring it to two ranks. 

  



39 

 

PRACTICAL : FORMATION OF A COMPANY FROM TWO RANKS INTO SINGLE RANK, 

AND RECIPROCALLY.  

 

We will now reduce the Company from two ranks to one. 

 

1. In one rank, form company. 2. MARCH. 

 

1. Company. 2.HALT . 3. FRONT. 

 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

We will now reform the  Company from one rank to two. 

 

1. In two ranks, form company. 2. Company, rightðFACE. 3. MARCH. 

 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

For the next sections we will perform the maneuvers as a single rank.   

We will later use those commands to return it to two ranks.   

 

1. In one rank, form company. 2. MARCH. 

 

1. Company. 2.HALT. 3. FRONT. 

 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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Lesson: Marching Fundamentals 

 

Anticipated Time: 30 mins 

Objective: 

- Marching is fundamental to our impression. 

- In this lesson we will go over the principles of marching 

- - forward  

- - backward 

- - stepping off when commanded 

- - and the ability to face about while marching 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING FUNDAMENTALS, MARCHING  

Marching Forward  

As soldiers, you prepare to march on the preparatory command.  Thatôs why it is called the 

preparatory command! Preparing properly enables you to execute properly! 

The command sequence is 

1. Squad, forward. 2. Common time. 3. MARCH. 

The first command in that sequence is the preparatory command: ñSquad, forwardò. From 

School of the Soldier: 

S.S. 103. At the first command, the recruit will throw the weight of the body, on the right leg, without 

bending the left knee. 

Shifting the wait onto the right leg enables you to throw the left leg forward é WITHOUT 

HESITATION on the command MARCH.  

S.S. 104. At the third command, he will smartly, but without a jerk, carry straight forward the left foot 

twenty eight inches from the right, the sole near the ground, the ham extended, the toe a little depressed, 

and, as also the knee, slightly turned out; he will, at the same time, throw the weight of the body 

forward, and plant flat the left foot, without shock, precisely at the distance where it finds itself from the 

right when the weight of the body is brought forward, the whole of which will now rest on the advanced 

foot. The recruit will next, in like manner, advance the right foot and plant it as above, the heel twenty-

eight inches from the heel of the left foot, and thus continue to march without crossing the legs, or 

striking the one against the other, without turning the shoulders, and preserving always the face direct to 

the front. 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING FUNDAMENTALS, MARCHING  

Marching Backward 

The command sequence is 

1. Squad backward. 2. MARCH. 

Just like marching forward, prepare to march backward by shifting the wait onto the right leg. 

Step off  WITHOUT  HESITATION on the command MARCH.  

S.S. 256. At the second command, the recruits will step off smartly with the left foot fourteen inches to 

the rear, reckoning from heel to heel, and so with the feet in succession till the command halt, which will 

always be preceded by the caution squad. The men will halt a this command, and bring back the foot in 

front by the side of the other. 

To summarize,  

¶ Shift weight to right foot on the preparatory command 

¶ Always step off with the left foot.  

¶ Length of basic forward step ï heel to heel is 28 inches 

¶ Length of basic backward step ï heel to heel is 14 inches 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING FUNDAMENTALS, STEPPING OFF  

On the command MARCH, you need to step off as a singular unit in unison. 

The command sequence is: 

1. Column, forward. 2. Guide left (or right). 3. MARCH. 

S.C. 203. At the command march, promptly repeated by the chiefs of platoon, they, as well as the 

guides, will lead off, by a decided step, their respective platoons, in order that the whole may, move 

smartly, and at the same moment. 

To summarize,  

Step off as the integral unit commanded 

¶ When commanded as a squad ï move as a squad 

¶ When commanded as a platoon ï move as a platoon  

¶ When commanded as a company ï move as a company  

¶ When commanded as a battalion ï move as a battalion 

 

The FVB Caterpillar ïshould never happen!!   

¶ When the Battalion is commanded to MARCH  

¶ Step off as a Battalion NOT as individual Companies 

¶ Captains should not be countermanding the Colonelôs command and staggering the step off 
by individual Companies 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING, RIGHT ABOUT MARCH  

The command ABOUT FACE is used when the men are at the halt. 

 

When the men are marching and the officer desires to face them in the opposite direction, the 

preparatory command is RIGHT ABOUT followed by  either the command MARCH or HALT.  

 

S.S. 352. If the squad be marching in quick, or double quick time, and the instructor should wish to 

march it in retreat, he will command: 

 

1. Squad right about. 2. MARCH. 

 

S.S. 353. At the command march, which will be given at the instant the left foot is coming to the 

ground, the recruit will bring this foot to the ground, and turning on it, will face to the rear; he will then 

place the right foot in the new direction, and step off with the left foot. 

 

 

To execute this command properly the men need to be in step. 

 

The command ñwill be given at the instant the left foot is coming to the groundò.   This means the 

right foot is already on the ground. 

 

Give the command immediately after the right foot hits the ground é this will enable the men to 

plant the left foot, pivot on that as instructed, and step off with the left foot. 

 

S.S. 354. If the instructor should wish merely to face the squad about, without marching it in retreat, he 

will command: 

 

1. Squad right about. 2. HALT. 

 

S.S. 355. At the command halt, which will be given the instant the left foot is coming to the ground, the 

recruit will face about as prescribed No. 353; he will then place the right foot by the side of the left. 

 

To execute this command properly the men need to be in step. 

 

The command ñwill be given at the instant the left foot is coming to the groundò. Again, this 

means the right foot is already on the ground. 

 

Note that the soldier places the right foot by the side of the left. 

 

The left foot marks the location of the new line 

Pivot on that left foot as instructed,  

And bring the right foot back beside the left foot, onto the new alignment. 
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PRACTICAL: MARCHING FUNDAMENTALS, STEPPING OFF  & MARCHING  

 

1. Company, forward. 2. Guide right. 3. MARCH.  

1. Company. 2. Right about 3. MARCH 

Guide LEFT 

1. Company. 2. Right about 3. HALT  

 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

1. Company, forward. 2. Guide left. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company. 2. Right about 3. MARCH 

Guide RIGHT  

1. Company. 2. Right about 3. HALT. 

 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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Lesson: The Carry & Distances Between the Ranks 

 

Anticipated Time: 10 mins 

Objective: 

- The distance between the rear rank and the front rank is supposed 

to expand when the men go to right shoulder shift, and also when 

the men go to the double quick (recall that marching in double 

quick time requires the men to go to right shoulder shift) 

- The soldier will learn to expand and contract the distance between 

the ranks depending on cadence and carry. 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING FUNDAMENTALS, THE CARRY  

The march to the front in quick time is only executed at shouldered arms. 

S.S. 359. As the march to the front in quick time should only be executed at shouldered arms, the 

instructor, in order not to fatigue the men too much, and also to prevent negligence in gait and 

position, will halt the squad from time to time, and cause arms to be ordered. 

When marching at double quick time, always carry their pieces on the right shoulder or at a trail.  

S.S. 360. In marching at double quick time, the men will always carry their pieces on the right 

shoulder or at a trail. This rule is general. 

S.S. 361. If the instructor shall wish the pieces carried at a trail he will give the command trail 

arms, before the command double quick. If, on the contrary, this command be not given, the men 

will shift their pieces to the right shoulder at the command double quick. In either case, at the 

command halt, the men will bring their pieces to the position of shoulder arms. This rule is 

general. 

 

When marching by the flank, other carries are allowed.   

The general rule  

When marching at double quick time, the men will always carry their pieces on the right shoulder, 

unless they are explicitly instructed to carry them at the trail. 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING FUNDAMENTALS, DISTANCE BETWEEN RANKS  

The distance between the rear rank and the front rank is typically 13 inches 

S.S. 17. The distance from one rank to another will be thirteen inches, measured from the breasts 

of the rear-rank men to the backs or knapsacks of the front-rank men. 

But that distance will expand or contract depending on cadence and carry  

When marching in Quick Time AND the carry is shoulder arms Č The distance is 13 

inches. 

When marching in Quick Time AND the carry is right shoulder shift  Č The distance 

expands to 16 inches. 

When marching in Double Quick Time the carry is ALWAYS right shoulder shift (unless 

commanded to carry at the Trail) Č The distance expands to 26 inches 

The rear rank makes the adjustments by shortening the stride to expand the distance between the 

ranks and lengthen the stride to contract the distance between the ranks. 

S.C. 135. When the pieces are carried on the right shoulder, in quick time, the distance between 

the ranks will be sixteen inches. Whenever, therefore, the instructor brings the company from a 

shoulder to this position, the rear-rank must shorten a little the first steps in order to gain the 

prescribed distance, and will lengthen the steps, on the contrary, in order to close up when the 

pieces are again brought to a shoulder. In marching in double quick time, the distance between 

the ranks will be twenty-six inches, and the pieces will be carried habitually on the right 

shoulder.  

When Halted ï come to the shoulder and close to 13 inches 

S.C. 136. Whenever a company is halted, the men will bring their pieces at once to a shoulder at 

the command halt. The rear-rank will close to its proper distance. These rules are general.   
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Lesson: To Face By The Rear-Rank, About-Face 

 

Anticipated Time: __ mins 

Objective: 

- One aspect of our impression that we do not accurately portray is 

the role of the closers: 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 Lieutenants; and 2

nd
, 3

rd
, 4

th
, 

and 5
th

 Sergeants. 

- In particular we do not show how the closers have to move out of the 

way to enable the company to fire by the rear rank. 

- The officers and NCOs will learn how to relocate from the rear of 

the company to its front in order to enable the company to fire by 

the rear rank. 

- The officers and NCOs once relocated to the front, will learn how to 

relocate from the front of the company to its rear in order to enable 

the company to fire by the front rank. 

 

  



50 

 

PRACTICAL: PREPARE FOR NEXT SESSIONS, FORM COMPANY IN TWO RANKS.  

 

 

We will now reform the company in two ranks. 

 

(Remind the right guide and the man on the right that they will remain faced to the front.) 

 

(Remind the remaining men that they will fill the rear rank of the first file, before filling the front-rank 

of the next file.) 

 

 

1. In two ranks, form company. 2. Company, rightðFACE. 3. MARCH. 

 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. Right - DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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THEORETICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, TO FACE BY THE REAR -RANK  

If the command ABOUT FACE is issued, without any additional preparatory command, the file 

closers will remain in their positions and face about with the rest of the Company. Should the 

Company march forward, the Closers will march in the lead of the Company. 

If the Commander desires to be able to fire by the rear rank, he needs to relocate the closers, so 

they are not in the line of fire. To do that he uses a special preparatory command that causes the 

closers to swap positions from rear to front (and vice versa) 

S.C. 68. The instructor will cause the several fires to be executed to the rear, that is, by the rear-rank. To 

effect this, he will command: 

1. Face by the rear rank. 2. Company. 3. AboutðFACE. 

 

S.C. 69. At the first command, the captain will step out, and place himself sixteen inches from, and 

facing the right file of his company; the covering sergeant, and file closers, will pass quickly through the 

captainôs interval, and place themselves faced to the rear, the covering sergeant a pace behind the 

captain, and the file closers two paces from the front-rank opposite to their places in line, each passing 

behind the covering sergeant. 

 

S.C. 70. At the third command, which will be given at the instant the last file closer shall have passed 

through the interval, the company will face about; the captain will place himself in his interval in the 

rear-rank, now become the front, and the covering sergeant will cover him in the front-rank, now 

become the rear. 
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PRACTICAL : FACINGS & FLANKINGS, TO FACE BY THE REAR -RANK  

 

1. Attention. 2. COMPANY 

 

1. Face by the rear rank.  

 

(Ensure the Captain and 1
st
 Sergeant vacate their interval and take position in front of the first file) 

 

(Ensure the closers relocate from behind the rear rank to their interval and now facing the front rank.) 

 

2. Company. 3. AboutðFACE. 

 

 

(return to the proper front.) 

 

1. Face by the front rank.  

 

(Ensure the Captain and 1
st
 Sergeant vacate their interval and take position in front of the first file) 

 

(Ensure the closers relocate from behind the rear rank to their interval and now facing the front rank.) 

 

2. Company. 3. AboutðFACE. 

 

  



54 

 

 

Lesson: Half Right Face  

 

Anticipated Time: 10 mins 

Objective: 

- The soldier will learn how to properly execute a half face to the 

right/left.  
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THEORETICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS , THE HALF RIGHT FACE  

The Half-Face to the Right 

This is not a command, but a measured movement. 

It is a criti cal component of the following maneuvers: 

ABOUT - FACE 

S.S. 98. (First time.) At the word about, the recruit will turn on the left heel, bring the left toe to 

the front, é 

 

PRIME  

S.S. 174. (First motion.) With the left hand raise the piece till the band is as high as the eye, 

grasp the small of the stock with the right hand; half face to the right;  é 

 

READY 

S.S. 178. (First motion.) Raise the piece slightly with the right hand, making a half face to the 

right on the left heel; é 

 

Charge - BAYONET  

S.S. 202. (First motion.) Raise the piece slightly with the right hand and make a half face to the 

right on the left heel; é 

 

Guard against Infantry & Guard against Cavalry  

S.S. 314. (First motion.) Make a half face to the right, turning on both heels, the feet square to 

each other; é  

 

Right (or left) oblique. MARCH  

S.S. 340. At the second command, each man will make a half face to the right (or left), and will 

then march straight-forward in the new direction. 
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PRACTICAL: THE HALF FACE 

Letôs spend a few minutes practicing the half face movement. 

 

1. Attention. 2. COMPANY  

1. half-Right. 2. FACE 

(Ensure the facing was made on the left heel) 

(Ensure the left foot is facing down the field) 

 

1. FRONT. 

 

1. Attention. 2. COMPANY  

1. half-left. 2. FACE 

 (Ensure the facing was made on the left heel) 

(Ensure the right foot is facing down the field) 

 

1. FRONT. 
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Lesson: Facings, Doubling & Undoubling  

 

Anticipated Time: 20 mins 

Objective: 

- Learn the concept of company right guide and company left guide. 

- Learn when to double and when to undouble 

- Learn how to properly face by the right or left flank when halted 

- Learn how to properly face to the front or rear when halted 
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THEORETICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, TERMINOLOGY  

There are a few positions that are defined when the Company is formed. 

Company Right Guide; the Company Right Flank  

The 1st Sgt & the side he initially lines up on. 

Company Left Guide; the Company Left Flank 

The 2nd Sgt and the side he normally occupies (when not marching as a closer) 

Company Front Rank 

Company Rear Rank 

 

There are positions that are relative to the direction currently f aced 

ñMen in the Frontò 

= the Company Front Rank if faced to the Company Front 

= the Company Rear Rank if faced to the Company Rear 

ñMen in the Rearò 

= the Company Rear Rank if faced to the Company Front 

= the Company Front Rank if faced to the Company Rear  
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THEORETICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, DOUBLING  

Unless you are cautioned to do otherwise, you automatically Double  

When facing to the Company Right Flank  

When facing to the Company Left Flank 

Doubling ï Incorrect Guidance: We often hear:  

Right - FACE => ñ2s Step Upò, or  

ñWhen facing to the right é 2s Step Upò 

Left - FACE => ñ1s Step Upò, or 

ñWhen facing to the left é 1s Step Upò 

That guidance: 

Only works when starting being faced to the Front 

Does NOT work starting being faced to the Rear 

Does NOT work when marching by the Flank, i.e., halted and then faced to front or rear. 

Doubling ï Correct Guidance 

When faced in the direction of the Company Right Guide: 

The 2ôs Always Double 

Regardless if instructed to do so via: 

Right - FACE or Left ï FACE 

By the Right Flank ï MARCH or By the Left Flank - MARCH  

When faced in the direction of the Company Left Guide: 

The 1ôs Always Double 

Regardless if instructed to do so via: 

Right - FACE or Left ï FACE 

By the Right Flank ï MARCH or By the Left Flank - MARCH  

This guidance only works if the Soldiers know the ñCompany Right Guideò from the ñCompany 

Left Guideò 
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A critical  instruction for proper execution of doubling, is the side-step. 

This is instructed in the School of the Company 

S.C. 137. The company being in line of battle, and at a halt, when the instructor shall wish to cause it to 

march by the right flank, he will command:  

1. Company, rightðFACE. 2. Forward. 3. MARCH. 

S.C. 138. At the first command, the company will face to the right, the covering sergeant will place 

himself at the head of the front-rank, the captain having stepped out for the purpose, so far as to find 

himself by the side of the sergeant, and on his left; the front-rank will double, as is prescribed in the S. 

S., No. 363; the rear-rank will, at the same time, side-step to the right one pace, and double in the same 

manner; so that when the movement is completed, the files will be formed of four men aligned, and 

elbow to elbow. The intervals will be preserved. 

S.C. 139. The file closers will also move by side step to the right, so that when the ranks are formed, 

they will be two paces from the rearmost rank. 

When we face to the flank, there should never be any pushing or shoving or need to say ñgive leftò 

/ ñgive rightò 

This side-step creates the space for the front rank man who is doubling to step into.   

The front rank needs to wait until rear rank completes their side step before doubling. 

The rear rank needs to complete their side step before doubling. 

The Sequence: 

1. Face 

2. Men in the Rear - Side-step 

3. Front Rank Double & Rear Rank Double  

 

When Doubling ï You always double in the same direction your were ordered to face 

If faced to the right, double by stepping up to the right 

If faced to the left, double by stepping up to the left 

When side-stepping ï You always Side-step in the same direction your were ordered to face 

If faced to the right, side-step to the right 

If faced to the left, side-step to the left 
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THEORETICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, UNDOUBLING  

Unless you are cautioned to do otherwise, you automatically undouble  

When facing to the Company Front  

When facing to the Company Rear 

 

When undoubling,  

it is the men who are in the rear who always move up to form into single rank 

and they do so so as *NEVER* invert the order of the numbers in the rank. 

 

I repeat, *NEVER* invert the order of the numbers in the rank. 

 

When faced to the Front or to the Rear, the man next to the Right Guide is ALWAYS a One (1). 

 

S.S. 376. If, in facing by the right or the left flank, the squad should face to the rear, the men will come 

into one rank, agreeably to the principles indicated No. 371. It is to be remarked, that it is the men who 

are in the rear who always move up to form into single rank, and in such manner as never to invert the 

order of the numbers in the rank.  
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITHOUT DOUBLING/UNDOUBLING  

 

(Reform Company On Guide) 

(set the 1
st
 Sgt and 1stCpl in desired alignment) 

1. Attention. 2. COMPANY  

1. Fall In . 2. COMPANY  

We will have a quick refresher on facing without doubling.  

 

(The Company Faced To The Front) 

1. Without Doubling. 2. Right-FACE. 

(Examine alignments) 

3. FRONT. 

1. Without Doubling. 2. Left-FACE. 

(Examine alignments) 

FRONT 

ABOUT FACE  

 

(The Company Faced To The Rear) 

1. Without Doubling. 2. Right-FACE. 

1. Without Undoubling. 2. Left-FACE. 

1. Without Doubling. 2. Left-FACE. 

1. Without Undoubling. 2. Right-FACE. 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - FACE 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITH DOUBLING/UNDOUBLING :  

Facing To The Right 

Being faced to the front, we will now step through the individual motions of:  

¶ facing to the flank and doubling  

¶ facing to the front and undoubling 

 

During this drill I will use the School of the Company commands for doubling and undoubling 

while on the march to cause you to double files and undouble file.. (ref  S.C. 338 and S.C. 331) 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

 

(The Company Faced To The Front, Facing To The Right) 

1. Without Doubling. 2. Right-FACE. 

1. Men in the rear, one step to the side. 2. MARCH  

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Without Undoubling, Left  2. FACE 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Men in the rear, close order 2. MARCH  

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

Take your time. Do not rush. 

 

1. Company. 2. Right - FACE 

1. Company. 2. Left - FACE      (alternatively FRONT.) 

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITH DOUBLING/UNDOUBLING : 

Facing To The Left  

Being faced to the front, we will now step through the individual motions of:  

¶ facing to the flank and doubling  

¶ facing to the front and undoubling 

 

During this drill I will use the School of the Company commands for doubling and undoubling 

while on the march to cause you to double files and undouble file.. (ref  S.C. 338 and S.C. 331) 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

 

(The Company Faced To The Front, Facing To The Left) 

1. Without Doubling, Left  2. FACE 

1. Men in the rear, one step to the side. 2. MARCH  

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Without Undoubling, Right.  2. FACE 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH.  

1. Men in the rear, close order. 2. MARCH  

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT.  

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

Take your time. Do not rush. 

 

1. Company. 2. Left - FACE 

1. Company. 2. Right - FACE      (alternatively FRONT.) 

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

  



65 

 

PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITH DOUBLIN G/UNDOUBLING : 

Facing To The Right & Faced About 

We will add the possibility of being faced about 

 

(The Company Faced To The Front, Facing To The Right & Facing About) 

Without Doubling, Right FACE 

Men in the rear, one step to the side, MARCH  

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - FACE 

1. Without Undoubling. 2. Right-FACE. 

1. In  two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Men in the rear, close order 2. MARCH  

 (Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

Take your time. Do not rush. 

 

1. Company. 2. Right - FACE 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - FACE 

1. Company. 2. Right ï FACE    (alternatively FRONT.) 

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

FRONT 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITH DOUBLIN G/UNDOUBLING : 

Facing To The Left & Faced About 

We will add the possibility of being faced about 

 

(The Company Faced To The Front, Facing To The Left & Facing About) 

Without Doubling, Left  FACE 

Men in the rear, one step to the side, MARCH  

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - FACE 

Without Undoubling, Left  FACE 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Men in the rear, close order 2. MARCH  

 (Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

Take your time. Do not rush. 

 

1. Company. 2. Left - FACE 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - FACE 

1. Company. 2. Left - FACE      (alternatively FRONT.) 

 (Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL: FACIN GS WITH DOUBLING/UNDOUBLING  

(prepare to execute the same maneuvers when faced to the rearl) 

(Face the Company To The Rear) 

1. Face by the rear rank.  

(Ensure closers relocate to their positions in the Company-Front) 

2. Company.  3. ABOUT  - FACE. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITH DOUBLING/UNDOUBLING : 

Facing To The Left  

We will now execute the same instructions, but starting from being faced to the rear. 

 

(The Company Faced To The Rear, Facing To The Left) 

1. Without Doubling. 2. Left  FACE 

1. Men in the rear, one step to the side. 2. MARCH  

1. In  four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Without Undoubling. 2. Right  FACE 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Men in the rear, close order 2. MARCH  

 (Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

Take your time. Do not rush. 

When undoubling, remember not to invert your order! 

 

1. Company. 2. Left - FACE 

1. Company. 2. Right - FACE 

(there is no ñREARò command like we have the ñFRONTò) 

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

  



69 

 

PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITH DOUBLING/UNDOUBLING : 

Facing To The Right 

We will now execute the same instructions, but starting from being faced to the rear. 

 

 (The Company Faced To The Rear, Facing To The Right) 

1. Without Doubling. 2. Right - FACE 

1. Men in the rear, one step to the side. 2. MARCH  

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Without Undoubling. 2. Left - FACE 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Men in the rear, close order 2. MARCH  

 (Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

Take your time. Do not rush. 

When undoubling, remember not to invert your order! 

 

1. Company. 2 Right ï FACE 

1. Company. 2 Left ï FACE 

(there is no ñREARò command like we have the ñFRONTò) 

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITH DOUBLING/UNDO UBLING : 

Facing To The Left & Faced About 

We will add the possibility of being faced about 

 

(The Company Faced To The Rear, Facing To The Left) 

1. Without Doubling. 2. Left - FACE 

1. Men in the rear, one step to the left. 2. MARCH  

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company.  2. ABOUT - FACE 

1. Without Undoubling. 2. Left - FACE 

1. In  two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Men in the rear, close order 2. MARCH  

 (Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

Take your time. Do not rush. 

When undoubling, remember not to invert your order!  

 

1. Company. 2. Left  FACE 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - FACE 

1. Company. 2. Left  FACE       

(there is no ñREARò command like we have the ñFRONTò) 

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

  



71 

 

PRACTICAL: FACINGS WITH DOUBLING/UNDOUBLING  

Facing To The Right & Faced About 

We will add the possibility of being faced about 

 

(The Company Faced To The Rear, Facing To The Right) 

1. Without Doubling, 2. Right - FACE 

1. Men in the rear, one step to the right. 2. MARCH  

1. In  four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - FACE 

1. Without Undoubling. 2. Right -  FACE 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Men in the rear, close order 2. MARCH  

 (Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

Take your time. Do not rush. 

When undoubling, remember not to invert your order! 

 

1. Company. 2. Right - FACE 

1. Company. 2. ABOUT - FACE 

1. Company. 2. Right - FACE 

(there is no ñREARò command like we have the ñFRONTò) 

(Set two men on new line) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL: FACING S WITH DOUBLING/UNDOUBLING  

(prepare to execute the same maneuvers when faced to the front) 

(Face the Company To The Front) 

1. Face by the front rank.  

(Ensure closers relocate to their positions in the Company-Front)  

2. Company.  

3. ABOUT - FACE. 
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Lesson: Flanking, Doubling & Undoubling  

 

Anticipated Time: 20 mins 

Objective: 

- Learn when to double and when to undouble while marching 

- Learn how to properly face by the right or left flank in marching 

- Learn how to properly face to the front or rear in marching 
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THEORETICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH  

Now that you know how to  

- properly face by the right or left flank when halted 

- and 

- properly face to the front or rear when halted 

 

You will learn how to 

- properly face by the right or left flank in marching 

- and 

- properly face to the front or rear in marching 

 

 

The commands used will be  

1. Company by the right flank. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company by the left flank. 2. MARCH. 

They can be used to face the troops: 

To the Front, or To the Rear, and  

To the Right Flank, or To the Left Flank 

S.S. 375. At the second command, which will be given a little before either foot comes to the ground, 

the recruits will turn the body, plants the foot that is raised in the new direction, and step off with the 

other foot without altering the cadence of the step; the men will double or undouble rapidly. 

 

S.S. 376. If, in facing by the right or the left flank, the squad should face to the rear, the men will come 

into one rank, agreeably to the principles indicated No. 371. It is to be remarked, that it is the men who 

are in the rear who always move up to form into single rank, and in such manner as never to invert the 

order of the numbers in the rank. 
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The óby the flankô command may be given before either foot comes to the ground. 

However, it is easiest for execution if command is given when the heel to the side of the flank 

strikes, the ground. 

If ñBy the Right Flankò issue the command MARCH when the Right heel strikes 

If ñBy the Left Flankò  issue the command MARCH when the Left heel strikes 

This enables the soldier to execute the turn on, and push off of the outside foot  

Boys must be in correct cadenced step!!! 

Do not alter cadence - Donôt slow down, donôt race forward !!!! 

Double or undouble as appropriate. 

Lengthen your stride as you double. 

Men who are in the rear always step forward to undouble 

ñrearò is relative to the new direction they are moving 

 

The sequence is similar to facing when halted,  

1. first turn your body in the direction specified. 

2. Rear ranks steps to the side 

3. The front rank men must wait for the rear rank to create a space before they can double. 

4. The rear rank men must complete gaining ground to the side before they can double. 

 

Note that the rear cannot simply side step while marching.  So they must gain some ground to the 

side while marching.  The way to do this is: 

1) All men  

a. continue to march in cadence. 

2)  Men in the rear  

a. lengthen your stride,  

b. oblique in the direction that was called in the flank command. If the command is óby 
the right flankô ï oblique to the right. If the command is óby the left flankô ï oblique 

to the left. 

c. Take two or three steps at the oblique to open up the 28 inch interval for the front 

rank to double depending on the terrain) 

d. Resume the march in the direction the guide sets. 

e. Regain the alignment of your file partner 

3) Men who are to double 

a. WAIT to double until the men in the rear have gained ground to the side,  

b. Then lengthen your stride 

c. Double the files 

  



76 

 

PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH  (1/8) 

(Starting faced to the front, marching by the flank)  

We will first break this down to the components and execute the command by the motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without doubling, By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without undoubling, By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. rear rank, close order. 2. MARCH 

1. Company 2. HALT . 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. HALT . 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH ( 2/8) 

(Starting faced to the front, marching by the flank)  

We will first break this down to the components and execute the command by the motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without doubling, By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without undoubling, By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. rear rank, close order. 2. MARCH 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Left ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. HALT . 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH  (3/8) 

(Starting faced to the front, marching by the flank)  

We will first break this down to the components and execute the command by the motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without doubling, By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In  four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company 2.HALT . 

1. Company 2. About-FACE. 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without undoubling, By the right  flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. rear rank, close order. 2. MARCH 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Right about. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. HALT . 

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT.  
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH ( 4/8) 

(Starting faced to the front, marching by the flank)  

We will first break this down to the components and execute the command by the motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without doubling, By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company 2.HALT . 

1. Company 2. About-FACE. 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without undoubling, By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. rear rank, close order. 2. MARCH 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Left ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Right about. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT.  
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH  

 

(Prepare to march when faced to the rear) 

1. Company 2. ABOUT  ï FACE. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH ( 5/8) 

(Starting faced to the rear, marching by the flank)  

We will first break this down to the components and execute the command by the motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without doubling, By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without undoubling, By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. rear rank, close order. 2. MARCH 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Left ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH  (6/8) 

(Starting faced to the rear, marching by the flank)  

We will first break this down to the components and execute the command by the motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without doubling, By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without undoubling, By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. rear rank, close order. 2. MARCH 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH ( 7/8) 

(Starting faced to the rear, marching by the flank)  

We will first break this down to the components and execute the command by the motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without doubling, By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company 2.HALT . 

1. Company 2. About-FACE. 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without undoubling, By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH. 

1. rear rank, close order. 2. MARCH 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Left ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide left.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Right about. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the left flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2. LeftðDRESS. 3. FRONT.   



84 

 

PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH  (8/8) 

(Starting faced to the rear, marching by the flank)  

We will first break this down to the components and execute the command by the motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without doubling, By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In four ranks, double files. 2. MARCH. 

1. Company 2.HALT . 

1. Company 2. About-FACE. 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Without undoubling, By the right  flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. In two ranks, undouble files. 2. MARCH.  

1. rear rank, close order. 2. MARCH 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT. 

 

 

We will now execute the maneuver in one motion. 

 

1. Company 2. Forward, Guide right.  3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. Right about. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. By the right flank. 3. MARCH. 

1. Company 2. HALT.  

(Align two men) 

1. Company. 2 Right ï DRESS. 3. FRONT.  
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PRACTICAL: FACINGS & FLANKINGS, FLANK MARCH  

 

(Prepare to march when faced to the front) 

1. Company 2. ABOUT  ï FACE. 
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Lesson: Marching at the oblique  

 

Anticipated Time: ?? mins 

Objective: 

- Learn how to properly march at the oblique when marching: 

o to the front  

o and to the rear 

- Learn how to properly march at the oblique when marching by the 

flank 
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THEORETICAL: MARCHING OBLIQUES  

The oblique march is a method for the officer to shift the position of the formation on the field.  It 

is NOT a turn. It is NOT a wheel.  Think of car or a tractor-trailer safely changing lanes.  

Maintain forward mov ement while simultaneously achieving movement to the side. The shape of a 

company marching in column or by the flank is a rectangle.  You need to maintain unit integrity 

while marching at the oblique.  Whether the unit is Squad, Platoon, Company, Battalion, or 

Brigade, the shape of that rectangle cannot change. 

The intrucutions appear in School of the Soldier and Company: 

S.S. 340. At the second command, each man will make a half face to the right (or left), and will then 

march straight-forward in the new direction. As the men no longer touch elbows, they will glance along 

the shoulders of the nearest files, toward the side to which they are obliquing, and will regulate their 

steps so that the shoulder shall always be behind that of their next neighbor on that side, and that his 

head shall conceal the heads of the other men in the rank. Besides this, the men should preserve the 

same length of pace, and the same degree of obliquity.  

S.C. 102. At the command march, the company will take the oblique step. The men will accurately 

observe the principles prescribed in the S. S., No. 340. The rear-rank men will preserve their distances, 

and march in rear of the man next on the right (or left) of their habitual file leaders. 

The Angle of the oblique 

The first part of the movement is to make a half face to the right (or left). The ñdegree of 

obliquityò is typically  a 45 degree angle. The ñhalf right faceò turns the body and the head. 

The ñhalf right faceò also means the oblique is a 45 degree angle. 

However, the officer directs the Guide upon the objective to direct his march, and the men 

conform to the guide 

March direct in new direction 

One the men have faced in the direction of the oblique, they march straight-forward in the 

new direction. 

There is no instruction that requires the soldier to face / look at the enemy while trying to 

march at the oblique.  This is not a sideways crab-walk. 

  



88 

 

Maintain alignment !!!!!!!  

ñé the shoulder shall always be behind that of their next neighbor on éò the side to which 

they are obliquing.  The soldierôs head shall conceal the heads of the other men in the 

rank.ò The shoulder and head are your reference points for maintaining alignment.  

The men should ñglance along the shoulders of the nearest files, toward the side to which 

they are obliquingò.  The instruction says ñnearest filesò.  You should NOT be bending 

forward or leaning out of line to see where the guide is taking you.  Doing so deranges the 

line and throws off everyone following you.  It causes the back end of the Company to fish-

tail, or jack -knife. 

As instructed, the men should preserve the same length of pace, and the same degree of 

obliquity. However, if for some reason the soldier loses his alignment, he shall regulate his 

steps so that the shoulder shall always be behind that of their next neighbor. As in all 

marching, the man in fault corrects himself by shortening or lengthening the step, by 

degrees, almost insensible. 

All men should be marching in the same cadence!!! 

The men marching in the rear have it relatively easy.  It is critical that the men in the front 

maintain proper alignment.  As instructed in the School of the Company: ñThe rear-rank men will 

preserve their distances, and march in rear of the man next on the right (or left) of their habitual 

file leaders.ò  
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We rarely use this on the field, but you need to how to march at the oblique when you are 

marching by the flank.  Not only is this a useful maneuver to enable the company to avoid 

obstructions without degenerating into a Chinese Dragon, the skill is necessary to properly 

executing the maneuver By Company into Line. 

The men in the rank to the side of the guide have the critical job of maintaining that rankôs 

alignment.   

All other ranks align themselves on their file partners and the man on the right of their file. 

All men must take care not to close up the intervals between the files. 

When marching by the right flanks with guide left, or marching by the left flank with guide right, 

execution of left and right obliques are not much different than left and right oblique when 

marching in a company front.  
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However, should the officer desire to oblique the company in the direction away from the side the 

guide is on, the officer has to relocate the guide in order that the guide can lead the oblique march, 

and then relocate him to manage the forward march.  

The men in the first file must not derange the alignment while the guide relocates to his instructed 

position. Once the guide is positioned the men will ouch lightly the elbow toward the side of the 

guide; yield to pressure coming from the side of the guide, and resist pressure coining from the 

opposite side. 
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