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Merry Christmas to all!!  

Members of the 3rd Maryland and the 7th Maryland march  in the rain-soaked Remembrance 
Day parade in Gettysburg November 18th. The march was not hindered by protests or violence 
and the pouring rain did not dampen the spirits.  



DECEMBER 
             Dec. 9:    

Blenheim House  

Living History / Christmas  

(TBA / Individual)       

              

            Dec. 16:   

Wreaths Across America,  

wreath laying,  

Arlington Cemetery  

(TBA / Individual) 

December 16 is the annual wreath 
laying at Arlington National Ceme-
tery (as well as other cemeteries 
around the country).  Last year 
Wreaths Across America, the or-
ganization that coordinates the 

wreath laying, included a living 
history program with volunteers 
representing service members from 
the Revolutionary War through the 
present.  Scott Diezman and Jeffrey 
Joyce volunteered and made it to 
Arlington despite the ice storm that 
hit DC the night before.  After si-
lently greeting people coming to lay 
wreaths as they exited the Visitor 
Center Scott and I stationed our-
selves in Section 27, where the first 
Civil War burials occurred.   

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/E
xplore/Notable-Graves/Section-27 

If you're interested in participating 

you can sign up via this website: 
 http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.or
g/livinghistory/  

There is also an e-mail to the 
Wreaths Across America Living 
History Team:  
awpvols@wreathsacrossamerica.org 

Let Scott and I know if you plan on 
coming and we'll coordinate a 
time/place to rendezvous before or 
after. 

January Annual Meeting 
Date, time and place 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 

this and I was able to arrive before 
the meeting started! This has been a 
problem for me in the past, unless I 
can get off from work that day. 
There was much discussion about 
Cedar Creek and what we learned 
and how we will conduct ourselves 
at events in the future.  

   There was a review of the year 
and its events, from New Market to 
Cedar Creek. We were not the only 
ones struggling with attendance (of 
course you knew this already). First 
Regiment was nearly nonexistent at 
New Market and throughout the 
year many companies struggled to 
get numbers. Cedar Creek was prob-
ably our biggest turn out. The 7th 
Maryland definitely had numbers. 

   I am pointing out the struggle 
with numbers at this time as it had 
some bearing on our performance 
with the new Excellence Award 
program. Okay, okayé many of you 
have said this is nothing but a par-

ticipation award! 
I no longer am 
convinced of that! 
Not every compa-
ny received men-
tion or a ribbon. 
Major Petro, the chairman of the 
committee that oversees this pro-
gram stated that there was a four 
way tie for first going into Cedar 
Creek. At the FVB meeting seven 
companies were called up to receive 
a ribbon, the 7th Maryland was one 
of them. Our performance was 
enough to make the grade. Thank 
you to all who put the time in this 
year! 

   Light attendance and lighter drill 
was what the Major recalled as our 
down fall. I will not make any ex-
cuses, but we did not drill at New 
Market because those of us that did 
attend were folded in with the 139th 
PA. As for the other eventsé we 
drilled at Gettysburg pretty thor-
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   I hope that everyone enjoyed 
time with family this Thanksgiv-
ing! I must confess, I did not bring 
hardtack to our family gathering. 
The strange thing was, no one even 
realized I had not brought any! 

   Well now, did everyone finally 
get dry? I think everything I have 
is dry now. Remembrance Day in 
Gettysburg is not usually that wet. 
I have never been to this event and 
experienced as much rain as we 
saw. 

   Along with the wet and cold, we 
once again had the dark cloud of 
domestic terrorism trying to shut 
things down. This appears to be a 
recurring theme and does not look 
to be getting any easier to deal 
with. I have never witnessed so 
much security for a parade as I 
witnessed that Saturday. Thank 
goodness nothing happened, but 
the threats are real. Law enforce-
ment was out in force and every-
where you looked. I actually got to 
thank some of them.  

   Aside from the cemetery ceremo-
ny and the parade, Friday night 
the annual FVB meeting took 
place. There was a good turnout for 

Capt. Jeff Bush 

Company Commander 
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   In one amusing anecdote, a Confederate 
prisoner relates how the realities of war 
intruded on his Christmas celebrations: 
ñA friend had sent me in a package a bot-
tle of old brandy.  On Christmas morning 
I quietly called several comrades up to my 
bunk to taste the precious fluid ofé
DISAPPOINTMENT!  The bottle had 
been opened outside, the brandy taken 
and replaced with wateréand sent in.  I 
hope the Yankee who played that practi-
cal joke lived to repent it and was shot 

before the war ended.ò 

   For many, the holiday was a reminder 
of the profound melancholy that had 

   It  can be difficult to relate to the men 
and women of the Civil War era.  Despite 
the extraordinarily different circum-
stances in which they found themselves, 
however, we can connect with our fore-
bears in traditions such as the celebration 
of Christmas. By the mid-19th century, 
most of today's familiar Christmas trap-
pings ð Christmas carols, gift giving and 
tree decoration ð were already in place.  
Charles Dickens had published ñA Christ-
mas Carolò in 1843 and indeed, the Civil 
War saw the first introductions to the 
modern image of a jolly and portly Santa 
Claus through the drawings of Thomas 

Nast, a German-speaking immigrant. 

   Civil War soldiers in camp and their 
families at home drew comfort from the 
same sorts of traditions that characterize 
Christmas today.  Alfred Bellard of the 
5th New Jersey noted, ñIn order to make it 
look much like Christmas as possible, a 
small tree was stuck up in front of our 
tent, decked off with hard tack and pork, 
in lieu of cakes and oranges, etc.ò  John 
Haley, of the 17th Maine, wrote in his 
diary on Christmas Eve that, ñIt is ru-
mored that there are sundry boxes and 
mysterious parcels over at Stonemanôs 
Station directed to us.  We retire to sleep 
with feelings akin to those of children 

expecting Santa Claus.ò 

settled over the entire nation.  Southern 
parents warned their children that Santa 
might not make it through the blockade, 
and soldiers in bleak winter quarters were 
reminded, more acutely than ever, of the 
domestic bliss they had left behind.  Rob-
ert Gould Shaw, who would later earn 
glory as the commander of the 54th Mas-
sachusetts, recorded in his diary, ñIt is 
Christmas morning and I hope a happy 
and merry one for you all, though it looks 
so stormy for our poor country, one can 
hardly be in merry humor.ò  On the Con-
federate home front, Sallie Brock Put-
nam of Richmond echoed Shawôs senti-
ment: ñNever before had so sad a Christ-
mas dawned upon uséWe had neither the 
heart nor inclination to make the week 
merry with joyousness when such a sad 
calamity hovered over us.ò  For the people 
of Fredericksburg, Virginia, which had 
been battered only a matter of days before 
Christmas, or Savannah, Georgia, which 
General Sherman had presented to Presi-
dent Lincoln as a gift, the holiday season 

brought the war to their very doorsteps. 

   Christmas during the Civil War served 

both as an escape from and a reminder of 

the awful conflict rending the country in 

two.  Soldiers looked forward to a day of 

rest and relative relaxation, but had their 

moods tempered by the thought of separa-

tion from their loved ones.  At home, 

families did their best to celebrate the 

holiday, but wondered when the vacant 

chair would again be filled. 

Bhuhk V`q Qd-dm`bsnqr: 
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oughly and nothing at Renfrew.  

   The winner of the Federal 
Volunteer Brigade Excellence 
Award for 2017 was the 142 PA 
Co. F of Second Regiment and 
Runner up was the 54th PA, 
Second regiment. I say, well 
done lads! Get em next year 
though! 

   I hope everyone has a Merry 

Christmas and stays well! The 

next time we officially meet 

will be in January, but keep an 

eye out for small living history 

opportunities that crop up this 

time of year. If I can get away 
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to one of these eventsé Ióll see you 

at the fire! 


