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School Of the Company 
Article II  

Being in column, to break files to the rear, 
and to cause them to re-enter into line. 

This enables the officer to reduce the width of the Company front (e.g., to avoid an obstacle) 
without eliminating  the Company Front (e.g., marching by the Flank). 
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Å S.C. 294. The company being in march, and supposed to constitute a subdivision of a column, 
right (or left) in front, when the instructor shall wish to cause files to break off, be will give 
the order to the captain, who will immediately turn to his company, and command: 

Å 1. Two files from left (or right) to rear. 2. MARCH. 

Å S.C. 295. At the command march, the two files on the left (or right) of the company will face 
to the right (or left) and double the others will continue to march straight-forward. If the files 
are broken from the left the men will immediately file to the left, so that the odd numbers 
will cover the first and third, and the even numbers, the second and fourth files, from that 
flank of company. If the files are broken from the right, the men will immediately file to the 
right so that the even numbers will cover the first and third, and the odd numbers, the 
second and fourth files from that flank of the company. The men will be careful not to lose 
their distances and to keep aligned. 

Å S.C. 296. If the instructor should still wish to break two files from the same side, he will give 
the order to the captain, who will proceed as above directed. 

Å S.C. 297. At the command march, given by the captain, the files already broken, advancing a 
little the outer shoulder, will gain the space of two files to the right, if the files are broken 
from the left, and to the left, if the files are broken from the right, shortening, at the same 
time, the step, in order to make room between themselves and the rear-rank of the company 
for the files last ordered to the rear; the latter will break by the same commands, and in the 
same manner as the first. The men who double, should increase his length of the step, in 
order to prevent distances from being lost. 

Å S.C. 298. The instructor may thus diminish the front of a company by breaking off successive 
groups of two files, but the new files must always be broken from the same side. 
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Being in column,  
to break files to the rear,  
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S.C. 294. The company being in march, and supposed to constitute a subdivision of a column, 
right (or left) in front, when the instructor shall wish to cause files to break off, he will give 
the order to the captain, who will immediately turn to his company, and command: 

1. Two files from left (or right) to rear. 2. MARCH. 
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S.C. 295. At the command march, the two files on the left (or right) of the company will face 
to the right (or left) and double the others will continue to march straight-forward. If the files 
are broken from the left the men will immediately file to the left, so that the odd numbers 
will cover the first and third, and the even numbers, the second and fourth files, from that 
flank of company. If the files are broken from the right, the men will immediately file to the 
right so that the even numbers will cover the first and third, and the odd numbers, the 
second and fourth files from that flank of the company. The men will be careful not to lose 
their distances and to keep aligned. 

9ȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŀ Ψōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƭŀƴƪΩ 
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S.C. 295. At the command march, the two files on the left (or right) of the company will face 
to the right (or left) and double the others will continue to march straight-forward. If the files 
are broken from the left the men will immediately file to the left, so that the odd numbers 
will cover the first and third, and the even numbers, the second and fourth files, from that 
flank of company. If the files are broken from the right, the men will immediately file to the 
right so that the even numbers will cover the first and third, and the odd numbers, the 
second and fourth files from that flank of the company. The men will be careful not to lose 
their distances and to keep aligned. 
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S.C. 295. At the command march, the two files on the left (or right) of the company will face 
to the right (or left) and double the others will continue to march straight-forward. If the files 
are broken from the left the men will immediately file to the left, so that the odd numbers 
will cover the first and third, and the even numbers, the second and fourth files, from that 
flank of company. If the files are broken from the right, the men will immediately file to the 
right so that the even numbers will cover the first and third, and the odd numbers, the 
second and fourth files from that flank of the company. The men will be careful not to lose 
their distances and to keep aligned. 

Immediately  
ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŀ Ψōȅ ŦƛƭŜ ƭŜŦǘΩ 
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S.C. 295. At the command march, the two files on the left (or right) of the company will face 
to the right (or left) and double the others will continue to march straight-forward. If the files 
are broken from the left the men will immediately file to the left, so that the odd numbers 
will cover the first and third, and the even numbers, the second and fourth files, from that 
flank of company. If the files are broken from the right, the men will immediately file to the 
right so that the even numbers will cover the first and third, and the odd numbers, the 
second and fourth files from that flank of the company. The men will be careful not to lose 
their distances and to keep aligned. 

Establish distance for 
marching by the flank 
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S.C. 296. If the instructor should still wish to break two files from the same side, he will give 
the order to the captain, who will proceed as above directed. 

1. Two files from left (or right) to rear. 2. MARCH. 
7 7 7 7 

Establish distance for 
marching by the flank 
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S.C. 297. At the command march, given by the captain, the files already broken, advancing a 
little the outer shoulder, will gain the space of two files to the right, if the files are broken 
from the left, and to the left, if the files are broken from the right, shortening, at the same 
time, the step, in order to make room between themselves and the rear-rank of the 
company for the files last ordered to the rear; the latter will break by the same commands, 
and in the same manner as the first. The men who double, should increase his length of the 
step, in order to prevent distances from being lost. 
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9ȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŀ Ψōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƭŀƴƪΩ 

Shorten the step to make room & 
9ȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŀ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ƻōƭƛǉǳŜΩ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘǿƻ ŦƛƭŜǎ 
to the right. 
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S.C. 297. At the command march, given by the captain, the files already broken, advancing a 
little the outer shoulder, will gain the space of two files to the right, if the files are broken 
from the left, and to the left, if the files are broken from the right, shortening, at the same 
time, the step, in order to make room between themselves and the rear-rank of the 
company for the files last ordered to the rear; the latter will break by the same commands, 
and in the same manner as the first. The men who double, should increase his length of the 
step, in order to prevent distances from being lost. 

9ȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŀ Ψōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƭŀƴƪΩ 

7 
7 

7 
7 

Shorten the step 
9ȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŀ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ƻōƭƛǉǳŜΩ 
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S.C. 297. At the command march, given by the captain, the files already broken, advancing a 
little the outer shoulder, will gain the space of two files to the right, if the files are broken 
from the left, and to the left, if the files are broken from the right, shortening, at the same 
time, the step, in order to make room between themselves and the rear-rank of the 
company for the files last ordered to the rear; the latter will break by the same commands, 
and in the same manner as the first. The men who double, should increase his length of the 
step, in order to prevent distances from being lost. 

Gain two files to the right. 

Immediately  
ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŀ Ψōȅ ŦƛƭŜ ƭŜŦǘΩ 
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S.C. 298. The instructor may thus diminish the front of a company by breaking off successive 
groups of two files, but the new files must always be broken from the same side. 

First group to break to rear 
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Second group to break to rear 
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S.C. 298. The instructor may thus diminish the front of a company by breaking off successive 
groups of two files, but the new files must always be broken from the same side. 

First group to break to rear 
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Second group to break to rear 

7 7 7 7 Third group to break to rear 



17 

Being in column,  
And having files broken to the rear, 
to cause them to re-enter into line  
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Å S.C. 299. The instructor, wishing to cause files broken off to return into 
line, will give the order to his captain, who will immediately command: 

Å 1. Two files into line. 2. MARCH. 

Å S.C. 300. At the command march, the first two files of those marching by 
the flank will return briskly into line, and the others will gain the space of 
two files by advancing the inner shoulder toward the flank to which they 
belong. 

Å S.C. 301. The captain will turn to his company, to watch the observance of 
the principles which have just been prescribed. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ Ψ.ȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ Lƴǘƻ [ƛƴŜΩ 
But by Comrades-In-Battle => 2 files (1 rank) at a time 

So this is essentially an incremental  
Ψ.ȅ /ƻƳǊŀŘŜǎ-In-.ŀǘǘƭŜ Lƴǘƻ [ƛƴŜΩ 
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S.C. 299. The instructor, wishing to cause files broken off to return into line, will give the 
order to his captain, who will immediately command: 

1. Two files into line. 2. MARCH. 

7 

7 7 7 7 

7 7 7 7 

7 7 7 7 Last group to break to rear 
is the first to return to the line 

The Guide will have to make room for  
the 2 files that are to return to the line 
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S.C. 300. At the command march, the first two files of those marching by the flank will return 
briskly into line, and the others will gain the space of two files by advancing the inner 
shoulder toward the flank to which they belong. 

All ranks 
Execute a left oblique 




